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LARGE PRIME FACTORS ON SHORT INTERVALS

JORI MERIKOSKI

ABSTRACT. We show that for all large enough z the interval [z, + z1/2 Jog!3? x]

contains numbers with a prime factor p > x'8/19. Our work builds on the previous
works of Heath-Brown and Jia (1998) and Jia and Liu (2000) concerning the same
problem for the longer intervals [z, z + xl/ 2+€]. We also incorporate some ideas from
Harman’s book Prime-detecting sieves (2007). The main new ingredient that we use
is the iterative argument of Matoméki and Radziwitl (2016) for bounding Dirichlet
polynomial mean values, which is applied to obtain Type II information. This allows
us to take shorter intervals than in the above-mentioned previous works. We have also
had to develop ideas to avoid losing any powers of log z when applying Harman’s sieve
method.
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1. INTRODUCTION AND RESULTS

The current best result for prime numbers in short intervals is the theorem of Baker,
Harman and Pintz [2] from 2001, which states that for all large enough x the interval
[z, 7 + 2Y/2+1/49] contains prime numbers. It is well known that conditionally on the
Lindeléf Hypothesis, for instance, there are prime numbers in the intervals [z, z +2/2]
for any € > 0 for all large enough =z.

Since showing that the short intervals [z, z + 2'/27¢] contain prime numbers seems to
be beyond the current methods, it is sensible to consider the easier problem of finding
numbers with a large prime factor. Consider intervals [z, z + 2'/?*¢], where the aim is
to show that the interval contains an integer with a prime factor p > x'~ for as small
~v > 0 as possible; this problem has attracted the attention of many authors. In 1973
Jutila [13] obtained this for v = 1/3 + € by considering numbers pn, where n =< 27 is
very smooth. This was then improved to v = 0.18 by Balog, Harman and Pintz [6] in
1983 (improving the earlier works [3],[4],[5] of the same authors). In 1996, Heath-Brown
[9] combined Jutila’s method with sieve arguments to obtain v = 1/12 + €, which was

then improved by Heath-Brown and Jia [I0] to v = 1/18 + € in 1998. Harman in an
1
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unpuplished manuscript got v = 1/20. The current record is v = 1/26 + € by Jia and
Liu [12] from 2000.

In comparison, for slightly shorter intervals [z, z-+2'/2] the best exponent is y = 0.2572
by Baker and Harman [1I], which is much larger. A natural question then is that at what
point does this significant change in the exponent v become neccesary. This is interesting
especially in light of the recent result of Matoméki and Radziwilt [15] (given there as
a corollary of their much more general theorem on multiplicative functions) that for
all € > 0 there is a constant C' = C(€) such that the intervals [z,z + C'v/x] contain
z°-smooth numbers (this was previously known only for intervals [z, z 4+ /2 log™/**? 2],
cf. [14]). The main idea in the current manuscript is to combine their argument with
the methods used for finding numbers with large prime factors in [z, z + 2'/27¢], so that
we can reduce the length of the interval as much as possible. Unfortunately, it appears
that the intervals [x, x + C'y/x] remain out of our reach; our main theorem is

Theorem 1. Let §:=1.388... denote the minimum of the function
» log(1 —log(r — 1)) —log(—log(r — 1)) +log2 1
" 2logr 2

for 1 < r < 2, which is obtained at r := 1.625... Then, for all 6 > 0 and for all
large enough x, the interval [x, x + x*/? log?*° x| contains numbers with a prime factor
p >zt for v =1/19.

We now sketch the main ideas in the proof. The argument is based on that of
Heath-Brown and Jia [10] (also described in Chapter 5 of Harman’s book [§]), so we
first describe the argument they use for finding numbers with large prime factors on
intervals I := [z, + 2'/?*¢]; the aim is to show that pn € I for some prime p and for
some integer n =< 7. Heath-Brown and Jia consider n which are very smooth, of the
form n = q - - - q, for primes ¢; ~ Q := 27/% and K > 4/e (this idea is originally from
Jutila’s work [I3]). The task is then to obtain a lower bound for

> Ler

pq1--qr €1, ¢i~Q
By applying Harman’s sieve we can obtain a lower bound for this sum if we have an
asymptotic formula for sums over z7-almost-primes of the form

Z aubvl(n,P(aﬂ)):h

uvngy-qx €1, q;~Q

for any (say, bounded) coefficients a,, b, supported on u < z'/4, v < 2/277 (cf. Chap-
ter 5 of Harman’s book [§], for instance). This in turn can be reduced to obtaining
asymptotic formulae for the so-called Type I/II and Type II sums (in the language of
Harman’s book [§])

Type I/11: Z by, Type II: Z by .

uvngi-qr €1, ¢i~Q uvqr-qx €1, qi~Q

For the Type I/II sum the coefficients a,,b, are supported on v < z'/* v < z'/277,
and for the Type II sum the coefficients are supported on the Type II range u,v €
[21/277, 2'/2]. The name for the Type II sum comes from the bilinear structure of the
sum; the idea is that at some suitable stage we can use Cauchy-Schwarz to separate the
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variables u and v. In the name Type I/II, the ‘I’ refers to the fact that we have a long
smooth variable n, and the ‘II” again refers to the bilinear structure which permits the
use of Cauchy-Schwarz at some point.

In the Type I/II sum we can apply Perron’s formula to reduce matters to obtaining
a mean value estimate for Dirichlet polynomials. Since we have a long smooth variable
n, we can use methods from the theory of the zeta function (e.g. reflection principle or
the fourth moment estimate) to handle these sums; see the beginning of Section [4] below
for a sketch of an argument of this type.

We now describe the argument used for the Type II sums in more detail (for intervals
[z, 7 + 1/27€]), since obtaining the Type II estimate sets the restriction for the length
of the interval in our main theorem; by applying Perron’s formula, this can be reduced
to obtaining a mean value estimate of the form

pl/2—€
/ |A(L 4 it) B(1 +it)Q(1 +it)* | dt < log %,
To

100C

where Ty = log x, and

Als)=> au™, B(s)=> b, Q)= > ¢
u~U v~V q~Q, P
for U,V € [¢Y/277,2Y2], UV < 2177, Q < 27/K, K > 4/e. By Vinogradov’s zero-free
region, we see that the integral is bounded by.

pl/2—€
(log~2C 1) / AL+ i) B+ i)Q(1 + itY< 1| dt.
To
Since K is large enough, we can find L < K — 1 such that UQY, VQK-L=1 > z1/2~
Hence, by Cauchy-Schwarz and the Mean value theorem for Dirichlet polynomials (cf.
Lemma [3] below)

pl/2—€

/ |A(1+it) B(1 4+ it)Q(1 4+ it)* | dt <
" p1/2—¢ 1/2 pl/2—¢ 1/2
(/ |A(1 4 it)Q(1 + i)™ |? dt) (/ |B(1+it)Q(1 +it)*~+1)? dt)
To To

(1.1)

12— 12 1/ 1/2 o o

which is sufficient.

Consider then the shorter intervals [z, z +2'/2 log® z]. Here the upper integration limit
in the above mean value becomes x'/?log™“z instead of z!/27¢. Hence, to make the
above argument work, we now need to factor the product A(1+it)B(1+it)Q(1+it)* 1
into almost equally long parts, with a much greater accuracy of log®x; this is because
we now need both of the polynomials in the factorization to have length greater than
z'/?log™ ¢ z. This means that K must be very large, which in turn means that our set
{pq1 . ..qx} becomes very sparse. This causes losses in the Mean value theorem for
Dirichlet polynomials, which now need to be gained back. For short intervals [z, z +
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212 log® ] we must apply the method of Matomiki and Radziwilt, which can only give
a small saving of logfﬁ/ °x over the mean value estimate, which is insufficient to gain
back the losses. To put it simply, we have a situation of two competing requirements,
a high density versus a strong factorization property, which forces a compromise. By
taking interval of the form y = z'/21log® z, we can work with a set of density of some
power of log x, which gives us just enough room to obtain the factorization property.

To maximize the density, we must take our small prime factors on intervals longer
than dyadic intervals (cf. intervals I; below). This makes the computations in the Type
IT estimate much trickier. We must also exercise great care in every step so that we
do not lose any additional powers of logx; for this purpose we have had to develop
some new ideas, especially for the Type I/II estimtate (cf. Section @ below) and in the
framework of Harman’s sieve (cf. Sections [l and [ below). Optimizing the set-up we
find that the argument works for y = (log?™ )y/z with 3 as in Theorem [l The value
of v in the theorem is not necessarily the best that one can obtain, but we do not pursue
this issue further here since our main focus is on the length of the interval.

The paper is structured as follows: in Section 2l we give the set-up, and in Section [3 we
have collected some basic lemmata which will be used in the proofs. Section (] contains
the proof of our Type I/II estimate (Proposition [[3)). In Section [l we prove our Type
IT estimate (Proposition [I6]), which is the heart of the matter; Lemma [20] there gives
the restriction for the length of the interval (cf. line (5.I5]) in particular, which yields
the function of 7 in Theorem [[] which is minimized to optimize the result). In Section
we prove the so-called Fundamental proposition (Proposition 22)), which combines the
Type I/II and Type II estimates to give an asymptotic formula for certain sums over
almost-primes (this corresponds to Lemma 5.3 in Chapter 5 of Harman’s book [§]); we
note that the proofs in Sections @], 5 and [6lwork for any 0 < v < 1/2. In Section [7] we use
Buchstab’s identity along with the Fundamental proposition and the Type II estimate to
give a lower bound for a sum over numbers with large prime factors; there we encounter
sums for which we cannot obtain an asymptotic formula. The contribution from these
sums is bounded by numerical computations, which ultimately determines the exponent
~v in Theorem [l These numerical computations are performed using Python 3.7; for
the code see the codepad links at the end of the paper.

While it is not a prerequisite, the reader will find the proofs easier to digest if he is
familiar with the contents of Chapters 3 and 5 of Harman’s book [8]. However, we have
tried to sketch the relevant ideas before giving the full proofs in each situation. It may
also be helpful at the first pass to read only the statements of the Type I/II and Type
IT estimates (Propositions [[3] and [I6), and after reading Section [@l return to the proofs
of these estimates; this should help to motivate the exact form of these propositions.

Notations. We use the following asymptotic notations: For positive functions f, g, we
write f < g or f = O(g) if there is a constant C' such that f < Cg. f < g means
g < f < g. The constant may depend on some parameter, which is indicated in the
subscript (e.g. <.). We write f = o(g) if f/g — 0 for large values of the variable.

It is useful for us to introduce the following unconventional notation: f < g means
that there is some positive function 1 = log®® z so that f < g (e.g. a common
estimate we use is (loglogz)®® < 1). A recurring theme is that we are interested in
estimates only up to factors < 1.
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In general, C stands for some large constant, which may not be the same from place
to place. For variables we write n ~ N meaning N < n < eN (an e-adic interval), and
n < N meaning N/C <n < CN (a C?-adic interval) for some constant C' > 1 which is
large enough depending on the situation; for example, we write

Z Z|QM||bn|<< Z || |bn]

m=xM n<xN mn=<MN

meaning that the implied constants are C, C' and C'C’. If not otherwise stated the
symbols p, g, 7 denote primes and ¢, d, k, [, m,n denote integers.

For a statement E we denote by 1g the characteristic function of that statement. For
complex numbers we use the notation s = o +it, o,t € R.

We define P(w) =[], p, and for any integer d we write P~(d) := min{p : p|d},
P*(d) := max{p : p|d}. The divisor function is denoted by 7(d). We denote by 7*)
the k-fold divisor function (i.e. 7¢++) = 1% 7% 70 = 1 where * is the Dirichlet
convolution). We set 7,,(d) := (1(..p(w))=1 * 1)(d), which equals one plus the number of
divisors whose prime factors are > w.

Acknowledgements. The author is grateful for his supervisor Kaisa Matoméaki for
suggesting the topic as well as for many helpful discussions. The author also wishes to
thank Joni Terévainen for supplying a Python code for computing Buchstab integrals,
on which the code we use is built upon. The author is also grateful for both of the
above for reading a preliminary version of this manuscript; their comments have greatly
improved the article. During the work the author was supported by grants from the
Finnish Cultural Foundation’s Central Fund and the Magnus Ehrnrooth Foundation.

2. SET-UP AND CONVENTIONS

Let K,L > 0 denote large and € > 0 small constants, with K, L > 1/e. We will
abuse the notation so that we write K~!, L™! ¢ = 0(1) meaning that we will eventually
choose each constant to be large or small enough. In addition, we let § > 0 denote a
fixed small constant. We choose € small and K, L large enough so that E(e, K, L) = o(0)
for certain error terms F(e, K, L) that occur below.

We now give our basic set-up; to collect all of the definitions in one place, we postpone
the motivation for this construction to the paragraphs following Proposition 2] below.
Let r =1.625... and § = 1.388... be as in Theorem [Il Set

Q. =r—1+ €, W= x’Y(T"*l)7 w = xl/(loglogw)Q’

1 log w (loglog x)*/?
[logr o8 <logK)-‘ ’ [ 100 ’

Q= log105 x, Qo = {{, Q3 = exp(2 Uogg/w x]),

and define intervals

(1726)7‘_]. (1*6)7’_j ' =1.2.... K
[:=[1,29, I;:= {(W W I T

(w8 =], j=K+1,...,J

Note that since r > (14 /5)/2 = 1.618..., we have § > 1/r so that the intervals I; are
disjoint. Note also that w e [K'/", K] by the choice of J. Similarly as in Section 10
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of [15], we define the piecewise linear smoothing of the indicator function of [1 —n, 1+ 7]
by

1, 1-n<z2<1+n,

(I—z+n+8/6 1+n<z<l4n+g,

(z—1+n+§)/€ l-n—¢6<z<1-n,
otherwise.

(2.1) Tne(2) =

Define (this definition is made so that the bound (5.15) in Section [{is satisfied)
(2.2)
y:= I1/2<1Og_1/2+106 J})QJ/2(1 + log 1/9)]/2<10g 1/9)7J/2

V2 exp ((log(l + 10g(1/9))2—1 log(log(1/6)) +1og2 % 106 4 0(1)) loglogx)
ogr

=T

_ 12 10g5+105+0(1) T

Y

and
A =y/, §a = (log™ z)y/x, fa(z) = foaea(2),
=log "z, &5 :=log ", f5(2) = fss(2),
Wa(n) := Z falned quqeqapy - - - pyry -+ 1L/ ),
nec'q1qaqapepri s TLXT
Wa(n) == Z fa(ned quaaqspy -+ - pyry -1/,

nec qiqeqaprepariTL<T

S(Az) = ) WA S(B.z):= Y WB

(n,P(z))= (n,P(2))=

where in the summations ¢,¢ are w-smooth integers (that is, PT(c), PT(¢) < w),
. 1/2
qi, Pj, T are primes, qp ~ Qh qo ~ Q27 Q3/ < Qg3 S Q?n and

(2.3) c,d el p; €1 for j=1,2,...,J rp~log‘x forl =1,2,..., L.

Y

From here on until Section[6], the above conditions will always apply to the corresponding
variables and will usually be suppressed in the notation. Same applies to ¢, p;-, r;. Note
that by definitions p; € I; C [K"~Y/"  K]. We also note that since the intervals I; are
short for j < K, we have

(24) Cclq1q2q3p1 .. 'pJT1 P TL — x'y(r—l)(r_l+7’_2+---)+0(1) p— l»'YJ"O(l)'
We remark that by the Prime Number Theorem
log 2+0(1) _
Z Wi( m Z (cdqqogspr -~ -pyry-- 7o)
g 070/7QI,Q27C}37
PLb,
T1,5TL

(2+0(1))

(25) - (1—~)logax’
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where () is
2 L 7
o) (za)(ze)| Te| [ Zo) (T
¢<D,Pt(c)<w q1~Q1 q2~Q2 Q;,/2SQSSQ3 relogt j=1 \pel;
J
= (log”™Wa) J] ((1+O(log™ K))log((1—€)/0))
j=K+1

= (log®** z)(log 1/6)”,
since for 7 < K we have Zpe I p~!t <1, and for j > K by the Prime Number Theorem
(recall that w™ " € [KV/", K])

Zp* (1+0(log ™ (")) (log log(~I") ~ loglog(w" "))

= (14 0(log ' K))log((1 —€)/6).

Since z — fa(z/x) is supported on [z — 2y, 2 + 2y], and S(C,z=1/2+0) = 3= We(p)
for C = A and C = B, Theorem [I] follows once we prove

Proposition 2. For every v > 1/19 there exists €(y) > 0, such that for all large enough
x

S0 > () - LBy, /29,
T

We can take €(1/19) = 0.007.

The above definitions are tailored with the Type II estimate in mind. To obtain our
Type II estimate, we roughly speaking must require that for any 2?7 < u,v <
x'/279 such that wved q1gagspy - - - pyr1 - - -7, ~ ©, we can form a partition of the product
G1G2q3p1 - - - pg = () - (7) in such a way that uer,vdT =< \/E/logLE/2 2. The w-smooth
parameters ¢, ¢ are added to boost the density; the restriction to w-smooth numbers
will be useful in the Type I/II estimate (cf. Lemma [I5] this is a kind of ‘arithmetic
smoothing’ of 1f; ). We will choose L large to make Le sufficiently large and then use
the primes 7; to balance the partition suitably (with an accuracy log®z). The primes
q1,q2,q3 will be used in the Type II estimate to bound a Dirichlet polynomial mean
value by using the method of Matoméki and Radziwilt [I5]. It is technically easier to
include them separately, even though the primes p; could in principle be used to the
same effect. Note that the ranges ()1, Q)2 are small enough so that

(2.6) Z g Z q, (Z q1> Z rt = log®W g

q~Q1 q~Q2 q~Q1 relog€ x
that is, using e-adic intervals does not cause significant losses. The range for ¢3 is
large (in particular, log Q3 # log®™ x), which forces us to take a longer interval g3 €

( 1/2 Q?,]

Remark 1. Those familiar with the well-factorability of weights in the linear sieve will
note a similarity with our construction (cf. Chapter 12 of Friedlander and Iwaniec’s
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book [7]). An integer d is said to be well-factorable of level D if for any DDy = D,
Dl > 1,D2 > 1, there are dl < Dl, d2 < D2 such that d = dldg. If d = P1--DPJ,
p1 > pg > - > py, then a sufficient condition is that for all j < J

(2.7) pr-pj—1p; < D

(see the proof of Lemma 12.16 in [7]). This becomes stricter as D decreases, and if
D < Cpy---py, then d has to have a factor on every C-adic interval [z, Cz] C [1,d]. We
require a very strong level of well-factorability, that is, of level D < py ---p;. Thus, the
criteria (2.7) becomes

Dj+1- " PJ > Dy,

which motivates the definition of the intervals I; with 6 = r — 1 + € in our situation.

3. PRELIMINARIES

We have gathered here some basic results for reference. The first two lemmata are
mean value estimates for Dirichlet polynomials. The proof of the first can be found in
Chapter 9 of the book [11] by Iwaniec and Kowalski, for instance.

Lemma 3. Let N > 1 and F(s) =) _ya,n"° for some a, € C. Then

T
/ Ft)Pdt < (T+N) Y Janf?
0 n~N
The following mean value theorem improves the above bound for sparse sequences, as
is noted in the work of Terdvédinen [19]. Similarly as in there, we note that the lemma
follows from Lemma 7.1 of Chapter 7 in [I1] by taking Y = 10T there.

Lemma 4. (Improved mean value theorem). Let N > 1 and F(s) =) _\a,n"*

for some a,, € C. Then

T
/|F(z’t)|2dt<<TZ|an|2+T S0 Janllanl.
0 h

n~N 1<h<N/T m—n=

m,n~N
Remark 2. Suppose that a, is the indicator function of some well-behaved sparse set
with a density p around N. Then we expect that Y. _v|an||anin|<n p2N, so that the
second term is < p?N, saving a factor of p in the second term compared to Lemma [

We will also need the following large values result for Dirichlet polynomials supported
on primes (cf. Lemma 8 of [I5] for the proof). We say that 7 C R is well-spaced if for
all distinct ¢,u € T we have |t —u|> 1.

Lemma 5. Let P(s) =) _papp~* with |a,|< 1. Let T C [T, T] be a set of well-spaced
points such that |P(1+it)|> P~* for allt € T. Then

log log T}

T |< T?*P** exp {2 logT
log P

Similarly as in [15], the above lemma will be used in co-operation with the Halasz-
Montgomery inequality below (cf. [I1] Theorem 9.6 for the proof, for instance).
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Lemma 6. (Halasz-Montgomery inequality). Let F(s) = > ya,n™° and let
T C [-T,T] be a set of well-spaced points. Then

D IF(it)P< (N + [ TIVT) log(2T) > lan|*.
teT n~N

For any compactly supported g : R — C of bounded variation, define the Mellin
transform

o=~ | " dg(2).

For any such g we have for all z > 0 the Mellin inversion formula

1 o-+1i00 Zfs .
9(z) = / 3(s) ds

21 Jyine S

for any o such that the integrand z7%¢(s)/s is analytic for all s = o + it, and the
integral converges absolutely. We give here properties of the Mellin transform of f, ¢(2)
as defined in (2]). The proof is a straightforward computation.

Lemma 7. Suppose that n,& > 0,1 —n—& > 0. Denote s = o +it. Then

A+ =0+ + (A =n=8"" = (1-ny"
(s+1) '

For o > 1/2 we also have the asymptotics (uniformly for all £, 1)

Fae(s)/s = (20 +€) + O (L + |s|) (1 + €)/€)
|Fre(s)/sl < n+¢. 17e(5)/s]< €171 + 5|71,

We also require the following lemma, which follows from the Vinogradov zero-free
region by using Perron’s formula (cf. Harman [§] Chapter 1).

Foe(s) =

Lemma 8. For all large enough T, P, and s = o + it, |t|~ T, we have

o

p~P

log P P'=71og® P
10g7/10 T T :

< P %exp <—

We will need the approximate functional equation for ((s) for the Type I/II estimate.
See Tao’s blog post [17] (Theorem 38) for a proof of the result in this form.

Lemma 9. (Approximate Functional Equation). Let g : R — C be C*-smooth,
bounded, and compactly supported. Then

>~ gllog(n/N))n~* = x(s) > m*g(log(M/m)) + Oy (|t

fors=1/2+it, M\,N > 1,2nMN = |t|, where x : C — C is such that |x(1/2+it)|= 1.

We also require a smoothing of the characteristic funtion of [N, N1*9]; fix a function
g : R — [0, 1] which is C*°-smooth and such that g(z) =0 for z < 1, g(z) = 1 for x > 2.
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For N >; 1, define

g(x/N), N <z <2N,

1 2N <z < N0 /2
3.1 =<
(3.1) on(z) 1— g(2z/N'9), NI/2 < g < NI+

0, otherwise.
Notice that ¢y is also C*°-smooth and satisfies qbg\];)(a:) <p.g " We have gathered
some of the properties of ¢y (z) in the following

Lemma 10. Let 0 < § <1, N >5 1. Then
(1): For |t|> 1 the Mellin transform of ¢ satisfies

O ()| < N7 g7,

(ii): We have |¢n(iz)] < min{1, |z|log N} and
e dz
TR

00 z

(iii): For |t| < N we have
éN(l — S)

D onlnn ™ = B O(N OO,

(iv): For s =1/2+1t, |t| > N we have

t
S ot =x() Yo ( i ) L BN ),
where x is as in Lemmald so that |x(1/2 4 it)|= 1, and
|[E(N, [t))] < N~V2HOOL s + [¢]T2N1/2HO0) g =3/a0),

Proof. (i): We integrate by parts to get (for [t[>> 1)

() = \ L[

1+ s

N1+6

2N
< |t 1</ / )z"_ldz < NI =1,
1+6/2

dne) == [ sz =s [ on()d:

0 0

(ii): We have

where clearly the first integral gives < 1 and the second gives < |s|log N for Rs = 0.
Thus, by part (i) applied to the large z

o d log™' N 1 d ® q
/ |¢N(zz)|§<</ logNdz+/ —z+/ Z—j < loglog N.
_ 0 1 1

00 og”' N z
(iii): This follows directly from Lemma 8.8 of [11].

(iv): We partition ¢y (x) smoothly e-adically into ), ¢y (z), where each ¢y, is of the
form x — gr(logz — k) for some C*°-smooth, bounded and compactly supported g.
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Clearly we can choose ¥;() so that ¢} (z)| < e ?* (by a similar smoothing as in (3.1)
but for e-adic intervals). If N < |t|< /100, we have again by Lemma 8.8 of [11]

where integration by parts yields
lﬁk<1 B S) 1 s
“larsa—s /) w? G

1—s
For [t| > € /100 we apply Lemma[@lto each 1, and recombine the functions 1 (|t|/(27n))
to get the sum over ¢n(|t|/(27n)). O

< |t‘_2N0+O(6) )

We also require the following bound for exceptionally smooth numbers (for the proof,
see Theorem 1 in Chapter IIL.5 of [I§], for instance):

Lemma 11. For 2 < Z < X we have
Y l< X,
n~X, Pt(n)<Z
where u := log X /log Z.

We will make use of the following result of Shiu [16]. Note that most of the cases
where we apply Shiu’s bound could also be handled by direct computations, not unlike
some which we will have to carry out (cf. proof of Lemma 20 below for instance); we
use the more general result to sidestep these calculations whenever possible.

Lemma 12. Let n > 0, and let g be a non-negative multiplicative function such that
there exists a constant C' > 0 such that

g(*) < C*, and g(n) <. n<, Ve >0
Then, for X" <Y < X,

R ()

X-Y<n<X p<X

4. TyPE I/II ESTIMATE

In this section we prove our Type I/II estimate. Before this we briefly discuss the
strategy used in Chapter 5 of Harman’s book [§] (used in the case of intervals [z, z +
x1/2%€]). There one considers Type I/II sums of the form

> @by,

uvng---q €[z, x4/ 2t
u~U, v~V qi~Q

where V < 21277, U < zV*, and Q = /K (the condition U < /% can actually be
loosenend to VU? < 2'77, which is the form given in Harman’s book, but the estimate
is needed only for U < /4, ¢f. Lemma 5.3 in Chapter 5 of [§]). By applying Perron’s
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formula, these sums have an asymptotic formula if we can obtain a mean value estimate
of the form

1/2+4izt/2—¢
/ IN(s)A(s) B(s)Q(s)<]|ds| < 2" logC
1/2+iN

where for N < z1=7/(UV) > 2'/4

N(s) = Z n—*  A(s) = Z a,u”®, B(s) = Z byv°%,  Q(s) = Z q .

n~N u~U v~V q~Q,q€P

By applying the approximate functional equation of ((s) (a variant of Lemma [), the
polynomial N(s) can essentially be replaced by N,(s) = an‘ﬂ/(%m n~—°. By applying
Perron’s formula to remove the cross-condition between n and |¢|, this can be replaced

by

M(s) = Z cn”C.

nS:Bl/Q*e/N

We now note that Ux'/?7¢/N < z'/27¢ and VQ¥ < 2'/2. Hence, by Cauchy-Schwarz
and Lemma [3

1/2+ixl/2-¢
/1 (M () A(s) B()Q(s) || ds|

J2+iN
1/2-+izl/2—¢ 1/2 1/2izt/2— 1/2
< < / |B<s>@<s>K|2|ds|) ( / |M<s>A<s>|2|ds|>
1/2+iN 1/24iN

< (a:l/%e + VQK)1/2 (551/2*E + ULI:I/Q*/N)I/2 log® z < 2% 10g% &
< 2% log ¢z,

as was required.

In our case we must tread more carefully to avoid losing of powers of log x; for instance,
we cannot divide the variables v and v into dyadic ranges U, V, as this would cause the
density to drop too much. Instead, we divide the variables into longer ranges [U~¢, U]
and [V17¢ V]. This means that N(s) must also be replaced by a longer polynomial; by
choosing € small enough in terms of 0, we can replace N(s) by > ¢én(n)n~%, where
¢n(n) is as in (B.J). Notice that in Harman’s argument, applying Perron’s formula
to remove the cross-condition n ~ |[t|/(27N) causes a loss of size logz. By using the
smooth function ¢y (n) and Lemma [I0, this cross-condition is replaced by a smoothed
cross-condition ¢ (|t|/(27n)), which can be removed with losses bounded by < 1.

Having the variables u,v in longer ranges instead of dyadic means that the condi-
tion U < 2'/* must be strengthened slightly to U < z'/4719_ This also allows us to
weaken the condition V < /277 to V' < 2'/277+%; this will be important as the Type
IT information we can obtain in the next section covers only coefficients supported on
[21/277+0/2 41/2-9/2] instead of the full range [2'/277, /2], Precisely, our Type I/II es-
timate takes the form
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Proposition 13. (Type I/II estimate). Let 1 < U < 2Y/471% gnd 1 <V < 21/277+9,
Let ay, b, be complex coefficients satisfying |au|S 1w, pw))=1: [0o|S Lw,pw)=1- Then

1 logIOO T

. W ubv - W ubv

" 1;1 A(uvn)a = 1; s(uvn)a

ue[UT,U],ve[VI~<,V] ue[U1=<,U],ve[V1~<,V]
(n,P(w))=1 (n,P(w))=1
Q
1 1
< (log x)loga:’

where ) is as in (23).

The reason we study sums with the additional condition (n, P(w)) =1 (instead of n
smooth) is that we require the coefficients a,, b, in the Type I/II and Type II sums to
be supported on w-almost-primes (cf. beginning of Section [6). However, recall that in
the weight W4 we sum over a w-smooth variable c. This means that we can obtain a
long smooth variable by writing m = cn (cf. proof of Lemma [T3] below).

With this in mind, define for C = A or C = B the modified weights (without ¢)

Wc(n) = Z fe(ndqqeqapy - - -pyry -+ -1/ x),

nc'q1q2q3p1--pyr1TL<T

where the summation runs over the same ranges as before (cf. (2.3))). Then Lemma
below reduces Proposition [I3] to the following

Proposition 14. Suppose that the assumptions of Proposition[13 hold. Then

1 —~ log'* —~

- W a(uvn)a,b, — E Wg(uvn)a,b,

Y Q;L Al ) x — 5( )
ue[U=4,U]ve[VI~e,V] ue[U=<,U},ve[VI=e,V]

Q
1 —6
< (log™" @),

where € is as in (2.0).
Lemma 15. Proposition[I]] implies Proposition [13.

Proof. Consider the sum over A first. Recall that in the weight W4 we sum over
¢ € [1,2¢] with P*(¢) < w. Hence, by combining the variables n and ¢ we get

Z Wa(uvn)a,b, = Z ayby fa(uvned qigagzpy -+ pyr1 - T/ T)
ue[z(Lj/i}fi,U] uvncc,quQEqﬁgll:gjgqu.“TLX:B
ve[Vl_e,V} ’UE[VI_S,V}
(n,P(w))=1 (n,P(w))=1
= Z Wa(uvn)a,b, — Z auby fa(uvned qigagspr -+ pyr1- - T/ T)
UE[QI?%_Z,U] uvncclqlzzlf’gll:g}}?merx
’UE[VliE,V} ’UG[VliE,V}
(n,P(w))=1

c>z¢, Pt (e)<w
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Let 7% denote the k-fold divisor function (i.e. 7¢*) = 1% 7% 71 = 1), Then
(using the disjointness of the intervals I;, and combining the variables u, v, n, ¢, ¢1¢2s,
pl ...pJ’ and fr'l ...TL)

1 — 1
- Z Wa(uvn)a,b, — — Z W a(uvn)ay,b,
Y u,v,n Y u,v,Mm
ue[U U] ve[VI—e,V] uelUT=<,U],ve[V1=e,V]
(n,P(w))=1
(4.1) <= > 1<= Y @)
Y uvnec q1qeqspi-pyriTLE[T—2y,x+2y] Y cn€lz—2y,x+2y|
c>x¢, Pt (e)<w c>z¢ Pt (c)<w

Since ¢ in (&I is w-smooth, it must have a divisor d|c such that /2 < d < x¢ and
P*(d) < w (since ¢ has a divisor on every interval of the form [z, wz] C [1,¢]) Hence,

(41) is bounded by

< 1 Z M(n) = Z Z 7®(n)

Y denclo—2y,0+2y 2/ <4<z n€l(z—2y) /d,(x+2y)/d]
z¢/2<d<a, Pt (d)<w PH(d)<w
< (log® z) Z d! < log %z
z¢/2<d<z¢
Pt (d)<w

by Lemmata [[2 and Il A similar argument yields

log 100 . log 100
%6 7 Z Wi (uvn)a,b, — v 7 Z Wi (uvn)a,b,
xr x
el o) el U=
<log .
U

Thus, it remains to prove Proposition [14l

Proof of Proposition[T]. Let N be such that N'*/2UV = 277 (recall (2.4)), and let
¢n(x) be as in (BI). Then

1 —~ 1 —
(4.2) - Z W a(uvn)a,b, = - Z W4 (uon)a,byon(n),
Y u,v,n Yy womn
u€[UT<,U}, ve[VI=<,V] ue[U'<,U],ve[V1=<,V]

if € is small enough compared to 9.
If N > 2'/2, then the claim is trivial, since in that case UV < 21/27YN~9/2 and (using
(24) and the short-hand notation m = uvdq1qaqspr -+ - pyri---rr)

1 Z WA(uvn)aubv = i Z ayby Z fa(nm/z),

4 I wvc qrgaqspr---pyri-rp<z'/2=¢
UE[U e,U],’UG[V e,V] UE[Ulie,U],UE[Vlie,V]



LARGE PRIME FACTORS ON SHORT INTERVALS 15

so that the smooth variable n runs over an interval of length y/m > x¢ and we get an
asymptotic formula.

Hence, we may assume N < x
Mellin inversion

1/24ic0 s
(4.3) Sa= 3/ 2 fa(s)N(s)F(s) 2

y2mi Jy /2—ico S

172 1f we write S4 for the quantity in (), we have by

where

)= on(n)n™>,  F(s) = A(s)B(s)C(s)(s),

for

ue[Ul=¢,U] ve[V1-¢ V]
J
Cle)= D> * Qs) = Qu(s)Qa(5)Qs(s)R(s)" [] P(s)
¢<D,Pt(c)<w 7=1

where the polynomials defining €2(s) have the obvious definitions so that €2(s) has length
around 27°W (cf. (Z4)) and Q(1)C(1)? = Q as in (Z5). Suppose then that N < x/y
(if N > z/y, a similar but easier argument works). Split the integration in (3] into
three parts (ertlng s =1/2+it)

y27rz (/t|<N /N<|t<m/y A>J3/y) sﬁA(S)N(S)F@)%

=11+ 1, + 1s,

say. The main term will be recovered from the first integral, and the two other integrals
will be bounded by an argument similar to that which was sketched at the beginning of
this section.

Integral Z;: For [t|< N, s = 1/2 + it, we have by Lemma [I0

9= X ontan = P 4 o(N ),

where gZ; ~ is the Mellin transform of ¢y. We also have for ¢ = 1/2 by Lemma [7]
2 fa(s)/s = (2na+Ea)r’ + O (720 (1 4 |s]) ’fA /S’ < e,
where n4 = y/z and 4 = (log” “x)y/x. Thus, Z; = Jy + J> + J3, where

204+ 8a /UQHN e on(1—s)

Ji= Y21

F(s)ds,
1/2—iN l—s
1/2+iN

1 .
Jf(;A*”“aﬁf“/n F(s)||fas)/sllds],  and

1/2—iN
1 [l/2+iN
%«—/ IF(s)|
Y J1/2—-iN

dn(1—s)

—1/2+0(1) (1 ds|.
e (1)l ds
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If we denote F'(s) =) ¢,m~*, then by combining variables (using disjointness of the

intervals I;) we obtain |c,,| < 70)(m), so that 3 |cn|?>m ™! < log® x. For J3 note that

by Lemma [0 |¢x(1/2 + it)| < NY/2+90@) Thus, by Cauchy-Schwarz and Lemma
1/2+iN

o] <y NH2HO0) 172 / IF(5)]| £ a(s)/s]1ds]

1/2—iN

4 1/2
1/24+iN
< yfle(é) (/ ‘F(S)|2|d8‘> < yfle(é)(N_i_xHO(é)/N)l/Q < €
1

/2—iN
and
1/2+iN ng 1—5
<o [ R [ e s
1/2—iN - S
1/2+iN 1/24+iN 1/2
< x71+o(1)N1/2+(’)(5) / |F<S)Hd8| < x71+(’)(5)N / ‘F(S)|2|d8‘
1/2—iN 1/2—iN

< :L,71+(9(5)N(N+:L,1+(9(5)/N)1/2 < xfe’

since by the assumptions on U and V we have 2!/ < 2¥/2-20 /7 < N < z'/2. For the
main term we obtain by the change of variables s — 1 — s and Mellin inversion applied

to ¢n
1/2+4iN X ds
= (2+log “z)— “hn(s)F(1 —s) —
F=Crlog mgs [ a0 -9
(4.4)

_ (2 +log—* x) Z aubv¢N(Jf/(UUC q19293p1 - - - PjTr1 " "f’L)) i O(E),

/
/ uvcqi1q2q3p1 - pPyr1- - TL
u,v,c,q1,492,93,
P1ye-PI5T 1L
we(Ut=<.U], ve(Vi=e V]

where the error term is

B=u 71— 5)llgn(s)) 2]
1/2+iN ||
The first term in (44]) can be evaluated asymptotically as the sum over B in the propo-
sition, since ¢ = 1 in the sum, and ffg(z) dz = (24 log “x) log_100 z. By Lemma
M0 we have |¢n(s)|< NoHOO@|t|~1. We also have the trivial bound |F(1/2 + it)|<
(z/N)Y/2+00C) Thus,

 dt
E < 290 / 7 < %0 /N <« z7¢,
N

so that from the integral Z; we obtain the main term with sufficient bounds for the error
terms. R
Integral Z,: We have |fa(s)/s|< y/x by Lemma [7l Thus,
1/2+iz/y
I, K x_l/Q/ IN(s)F(s)||ds|.
1

J2+iN
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Lemma, [10] yields
N(s) = x(s)Ni(1 = s) + E(N, [t]),

for

(1 — s) quN('t') : Ix(1/2+it)]=1,  and

‘ <N7 |t‘)‘ <K N~ 1/2+O(6)1‘t|SN1+6 + ‘t|_2N1/2+O(5) + |t‘_3/4+0(1)_

We have
1/2+iz/y
w2 [ IR, ) s
1/2+iN
1/24iN1+9 1/2+iz/
< x1/2N1/2+O(5)/ |F(s)||ds|+x1/2N1/2+O(5)/ y |F(s)2||d5|
1/24iN 1/24iN t

L [ 1)l

1j2+iN t3/4+0(1) ’
<L x ¢,

where the last bound follows from applying Cauchy-Schwarz and Lemma 3. Thus,
1/2+4iz/y
(4.5) Lo [ INIIFG)lds] +r
1/2+iN

We now remove the cross-condition between n and ¢: by Mellin inversion, we have

|t] / dz
2 ZZ ZZ ZZ
ON (27?71 o (bN zz W) ‘t|

Hence, by the second part of Lemma [0 the integral in (£.5) bounded by
1/2+lm/y 1/2+4ix/y
| toxtian [ OIFEIa S S [ PLEIFE)ds,
1/24+iN 2€R J1/2+4+iN

where

Fix a z such that the integral

1/2+iz/y
/ IM.L()||F(s)]|ds]

1/2+4iN

is at least half of the supremum over all z, and write M,(s) = M(s).
Recall now that V < z!/27719 7 < 21/47109 "and by the definition of N

1—y—100

€
4.6 U< ———= N1
(4.6) < VT z
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We now factor Q(s) into a product (s)Q(s) suitably: recall the definition of the
intervals I;, and let J; < J be the largest index such that W' T < =20 gl that
wr T S 920 Then by (24) we have (since r < 2 and J; < 1)

2
B —Jy-1(1_ _ —J1=2 T [
w" T " (1=0)/(r=1) ) T < (wr Fotr ) < 2%,

Therefore, if K large enough in terms of d, we have

“ligp=Jd1 K-l — il K
L e L +tr Sx'y 26+0(9) W' +-tr < 66.

w T

)

Hence, if we define

(s) = Ql(S)QZ(S)Qi%(S)R(S)LHPj(S) II P(s), )= ] Pils)

j=K+1 j=Iit1
Fi(s) := B(s)C(s)(s), Fy(s) := A(s)Qa(s),
then the length of Fy(s) is less than Ve g7=20+00) < 2 /y and the length of Fy(s) is

less than Uz% < Nz~° by (&6), so that the length of M (s)Fy(s) is less than z/y. Thus,
Iy, S E+27¢, where

o 1/24iz/y
E: =2V // N |M(s)Fi(s)Fy(s)||ds|
1/2+i

Applying Cauchy-Schwarz and Lemma [3 we obtain

» 1/2+iz/y ) 1/2 1/2+iz/y ) 1/2
peat( [ @bl ([T R s
1/2+iN 1/2+iN

1/2 1/2 1/2

T

< — (Z\hl(k)\2k1> <Z|h2(/f)|2kl> ;
Yy k k

where

hi(k) = > by, ha(n) = > aun®.

k=vcq1q2q3p1--pJTr1-TL k=un

To simplify the notations, we have in the above written all of the primes coming from
Q(s) into the first term (if (s) # Q4(s), a similar argument as below works). Then,
since (u, P(w)) = 1 always, we have |hs(k)|< 7, (k). Thus, by Lemma [I2]

S lho(k)PRT S (oga) ] <1+M) < log .

k w<p<lzx p

For the sum over h, recall that the intervals /; are disjoint. On average an integer
n has log(1/0) prime factors from any given interval I;, so that the collisions between
a smooth variable and the primes p; are expected to contribute a factor (1 + log1/6)”.
This is now made rigorous: ¢ is w-smooth, and (v, P(w)) = 1, so that by combining the
variables ve = n we get

mEs YL

k=nq1q2q3p1---pjri--rL
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Thus, for any M < 2'/2, we have to give a bound for (combining n with ¢;, ;)

W) z( 5 1) R S

k~M \k=nq1q2q3p1--pjri--rr np1-pg~M np1---py=n'p|--p/,
where
g(n) =1+ E L.
n=mqi1q243ri---rr

In[ T we have g(n') < g(n), since g(n) —1 counts the number of factors qqaqsry - - - rp|n,
and there exists only a bounded number of indices j such that p; can be in the same
range as one of the primes q1, g2, g3, ;. Recall that the intervals /; are disjoint. We split
the sum (4.7) into a sum over subsets p C {1,2,...,J}, where p is the set of indices for
which p; # p’;. Note that p; # p}; implies that p}|n. Thus, (4.1) is bounded by

)P DD DR DI ()

PLp2;-Pg pC{1,2,....,J} p}, j€p n~M/(p1--ps),
pi#p;  Pilnvicp

(4.8) S > > > > g(n)”,

P1p2;-5Pg pC{1,2,....J} pf, j€pn~M/(p1--ps[1;c, P))
Pi#P;

since g(n) < g(n/(I1;c,p;)). We have g(n) < L!g(n), where g(n) is the multiplicative
function defined by
i k+1), p~logie, p~ Qi p~ Q2 or
g = {< ) s ' ’

1/2<p<Q3

1, otherwise,

Thus, by Lemma [I2] the sum (4.8)) is bounded by

>, > DL > i)

PLp2sPg pC{L,2,, T} pl, €0 oM/ (p1pa [1je, 1))

5MH(1+ ) D D> e I P

PLP2;-Pg pC{1,2,....J} P}, j€p P, J€p

J
SMIT{ (Do ) (1+D a7t ] | < M(log1/6)’(1+1og1/6)”.
J=1 pEl; q€l;
Thus, the sum over |h;(k)[*k~! is bounded by (log z)(log 1/6)” (1 + log 1/6)”.
Combining the two above estimates we obtain

1/2
T < 2 (log ) (log 1/6)"%(1 + log 1/6)"/* = log™0T-+e(V) ;.
Y

while
Q

1 _ (10g1+0(1) SL’) (10g 1/9)] — log70.5...+o(1) z,
og T

so that the estimate is sufficient for the proposition.
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Integral Z;5: We still have to estimate the integral over |t|> z/y. By Lemma [1] we
have the bound

|[fa(s)/sl< €7 s 7L+ |7 S w/fyls| ML+ 5|7

Hence, by a dyadic decomposition of the integral we obtain

/2 [ dt
I3 < — - — N((1/2+t)||F(1/2+1t)|—=
vS o NapraiRar g

x 1 2T
<<x_1/2-—max—/ N(1/2 +it)||F(1/2 + it)] dt.
y x| IN(1/ MNE(1/ )l

Now a similar argument as for the integral over Zy gives the bound. U

4.1. Discussion of Type I estimates. We note that in the above proof of Proposition
[I4] we needed to factorize the polynomial Q(s) only with an accuracy of z¢. This can be
done using just finitely many primes p;. Then we would be spared of the losses coming
from the density. This means that the Type I/II estimate can be made to work even
for the much shorter intervals, at least of type [z, z + 2/?(loglog )] for some constant
B. We will need a stronger factorization property for the Type II sums below, which
means that we require the number of primes J > log log x, causing a loss of some power
of log x.

Unfortunately in our case we cannot make use of the more advanced mean value
estimates such as Watt’s Theorem or the Deshouillers-Iwaniec Theorem (cf. Lemma
3 of [12] for example). The reason for this is the 7°") term in these estimates. For
longer intervals y = '/?¢, we have that the critical range in the mean values is T =
r/y = /%7€, so that the z7¢ is sufficient to cancel T°). A possible way one might
try to implement these estimate is to try to ‘boost’ these estimates by dividing the
integration into 7 U U, where T is a range where some polynomial is small and U is
the complement, and then use eg. Watt’s Theorem only for the integral over . See for
example Proposition 8 of Terdvéinen [19] for such an argument. The difference compared
to our case is that we do not have a square mean value of a Dirichlet polynomial to
begin with, so that the same argument is not applicable.

In Chapter 5 of Harman’s book [8], one has also the so-called ‘two dimensional’ Type
I estimate. In our case this corresponds to a sum of the form

Z by W 4(vnm).

v,1m,Mm
(nm,P(w))=1

It appears that a similar argument as with the Type I/II estimate works here also (at
least for v < z'/27779); by symmetry we may assume that n > m, and then apply the
argument with v = m, a, = 1y pw))=1. Some complications occur when we want use
this result (combined with the Type II estimate of the next section) to obtain a two
dimensional version of Proposition 22 (cf. Section [l below). However, these problems
are probably not too severe, requiring only some extra care. In any case, we expect that
the improvement in the value of v that this additional estimate would give is not very
large (cf. Sum Sg(C) in Section [M). We do not pursue this issue further here, since the
most important aspect for us is the length of the interval y, and having the Type I
estimate does not affect this.
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5. TYPE Il ESTIMATE
Define 7,(d) := (1. p(uw))=1 * 1)(d). Our goal in this section is to obtain

Proposition 16. (Type II estimate). Let a,,b, be complex coefficients supported for
u,v € [x1/272 g1/2702] “such that |ay| S Tw(w) 1w, pa))=1s |bo] S Tw(V) 1w, paw))=1. Then

Q
log x

logloo T

Xz

1
; Z W a(uv)a,b, — Z Wa(uv)aub,| < (log™° x)

By symmetry and (2.4)), we may assume that a,, is supported for u < z'/277/2+9 We
will assume this systematically throughout this section.

For the proof we require the following technical lemma, which will be used to obtain
a suitable factorization for Dirichlet polynomials. To motivate it, recall from Section
1 the argument described for the Type II sums; to obtain the last the bound (L.I]) we
chose L < K — 1 in such a way that UQY and V Q¥ 2~ are roughly of the same size.
In our situation we have primes p; in various different ranges I;, which means that we
need to consider all possible factorizations

Pip2-- Py = (gpj> (gpj) :

where 7UT = {1,2, ..., J} is a partition of the indices. In the lemma below the quantities
e9,e9 correspond to e-adic ranges so that uc ~ €9, and ve’ ~ €. We also will divide
the range for g; into e-adic parts of the form g5 ~ e for [log”'*z] < a < 2|log®*° z].
Giving the lemma below in terms of the e-adic ranges gives us great flexibility which
simplifies the calculations. For any subset p C {1,2,...,J}, we denote by (p;);e, the
tuple of primes p; such that j € p. Recall that for 6 :==r —1+¢

(w(l—Qe)T_j’w(l_E)r_j], ]: 1,27...,K
Pi €L =9, or-i  (—opi ‘
(wr ,wid—er ]’ ]:K«Fl,,J

Recall also that ry-- -7 < logLe T.

Lemma 17. (Partition algorithm). Let z := z/log"“z, and let o, g,q denote in-
tegers such that |log”z| < a < 2|log”0 x|, e € [pV/2 /A g1/2-0/2420)  gpg
9 € [xV/2H0/4 p1/2=0/4) " [f the primes p; € I; are such that

€g+g/Q1Q2€ap1 Py X%,
then there ezists a partition of the indices m Ut = {1,2,...,J} so that
(5.1) eIT*01Qo Hpj = 212, v Hpj = 212,

jem™ JeET

Furthermore, there is an algorithm (which we call the partition algorithm)
(9,9, c,p1,...,p5) ~»mUT={1,2,...,J}

such that the following holds:
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For any g,9',a,p1,...,ps as above and any partition 7 U1 = {1,2,...,J}, there are
intervals D((pj)jex), D((pj)jer) such that if

€g+g/Q1Q2€ap1 Py =z
then

(5.2) eI Q1Q € D((pj)jex) and € € D((p))jer)

holds if and only if the partition algorithm produces the corresponding partition U1 =
{1,2,...,J}. The intervals D((p;)jex), D((pj)jer) are always contained in some C-adic

intervals around 272 [(T],c. ps), 22/ (I;e, ps), respectively, so that [B2) implies (B.1).

Remark 3. We need the partition algorithm and the intervals D((p;);ex), D((p;)jer) SO
that we know which partition to apply for each product; by uniqueness of the partition
that the algorithm produces, for any given (g, ¢’, «, p1,...,ps) there is exactly one par-
tition such that (5.2)) holds. It will be crucial for us that the interval D((p;);ex) (resp.
D((pj)jer)) depends only on those primes p; such that j € = (resp. p; such that j € 7).

Note that the above lemma does not include the primes r;. This is because we want
to reserve a possibility to skew each partition one way or another by some power of
log . That is, for any partition 7 U7 = {1,2,...,J}, we will later choose some suitable
L(m,7) < L and write ry -+ -1, = (11 "rm7) - (To(rr)41 - 7L)-

Proof. We first construct a suitable partition by using an iterative algorithm, and af-
terwards recover the intervals D((p;)jex), D((p;)jer). Let [log” ™ 2] < a < 2|log” ' z |
and e9, 9 € [¢/2779/4 1/279/4] be given, and let py, ..., p; be such that
€g+g/Q1Q2€ap1 P =Xz
Since €9 < x1/277/2420 we can choose 1 € T, since by definitions for any p; € I, (using
r<2)
eg—l—onlQQpl < p1/2=7/2+6+(1=1/r) < p1/2=0 < 172

Let j; < J be the smallest index such that

—J1 1/2 —J1—1
eI Q1Qapr - pjw” T < 2 2 < eI Q1Qapy - - pjw" .
There must exist such an index since
1/2
eI Q1Qapipa - . . py > a2 / )
and if

(07 T 1
eI Q1Qap1pa - . . pjw < 212,

we can then multiply by p;41 also; we choose 1,2, ..., j; € m. Then there is some large
C = O(e) such that if j; < J — O, then e9p;, 11 < 22, because otherwise (using
0=r—1+¢)
> (€g+aQ1Q2p1 “Pp Pt pa) (€0 pg)
> eITQ1Qap1 - - 'pjlWg(rih72+r7j173"'+r7])21/2
> eI Q1Qopr - 'pjlwrﬂ71°L’6r7j1722’1/2 > WEFH?QZ,

which is clearly impossible if C' is large enough. If j; > J—C, then e?Q(c, m)py - - - p;, <
212 which implies that also eg/pth .--py =< 2z"/? so that we are done. Hence, we can
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assume j; < J — C and in that case there exists j, > j;, which is the smallest index
such that

er—J2 p—ia—1

7 Pji+1Pj1+2 - - - Pjpw <2< py apre . pw
We may now iterate the above process to get j; < jo < --- < jg where jp_1 > J — C,
for some suitably large C, and jg := J, so that (5.1)) is satisfied.

Remark that since we have included the factor w ” in the above, we have j; 11 —j; <
1 for all 7. For example, to see that j, — j; is bounded, we just have to note that

eg/pjlﬂ epy > 2/(e9T O Qapy - pyy) > w2,

We can now recover the intervals D((p;)jex), D((p;)jer) from the above procedure.
Fix (g,4¢',a,p1,...,ps) and 7, 7 such that the above algorithm produces the partition
7, 7. Denote

mo:={jen:j+1é¢n} and 7o:={jer:j+1¢r7}

For any subset p C {1,2,...,J} and i < J define II(p,4) := [[;c, j<; pj- Then for all
1 € my we obtain from the above algorithm -

(5:3) eI QuQuTI(m, D < 22 < I TOQuQuTI(m, D'
and if i — 1 € m, we also have (since at each stage we chose the smallest j;)
(5.4) €g+aQ1Q2H(7T,i)p;1wrii < A2,

In this case, the above is stricter than the left-hand side inequality in (5.3]). If also
1 —2 € m, then

—i+1

€g+aQ1Q2H(7T,i)pi_1pi:11wr < 21/2’

but this is already implied by the inequality (5.4]) since (using 1.5 < r < 2 for the last
inequality below)

r=H(2—r)r rt

< w

—i+1 —it101_
r < w" (1-0) <w

Py
Thus, the inequalities corresponding to each ¢ € 7y are

69+QQ1Q2H(TF Z) B < Z 6g+aQ1Q2 ( ) _i_l, if 7—1 ¢ ™,

69+04Q1Q2H(7T,'l.)pi_ < Z 6g+aQ1Q2 ( ) —i—l’ i e -
which can be written in the form e9t*Q1Q € J(m, i), where
(H(7r ;)Zf*i—l ; H(ﬂz;)fwfi] ; if i—1¢m
j(ﬂvi) = 7 s ' "
z PiZ . .
(H(W,i)wrﬂ;l s H(m)wﬁi] 5 if 1—1¢mr.

Similarly, we obtain from the algorithm conditions €9 € J (7,1) for each i € 75. Hence,
we can set

p]]€7r: ﬂjWZ DpjjeT. ﬂjTZ
1ETO 1E€TO
Then (5.2) is satisfied if and only if the partition algorithm produces the partition

mUT ={1,2,...,J}. Since j;11 — ji <. 1, the intervals are always contained in some
(C-adic intervals around 21/2/(1_[].@ p;) and 21/2/(HJET p;), respectively. O
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We now apply the above lemma to obtain a suitable factorization: let C = A or
C = B, and suppose that the assumptions of Proposition are satisfied. Then by
dividing e-adically the ranges for uc, vc/, and ¢3, we obtain

ZWC uv)ayb, = Z Z Z Z Z auby fe,

9,9 ,ccuc~ed gt mued’ q1~Q1 P15-5PJ5T 15 TL
Q2NQ2 eg+9 Q1Q2e%p1--pyr1--r=XT
q3~e”

where fe := fe(uved qiqeqspy -+ pyr1 .. .7 /). By applying Lemma [I7 and the remark
following the lemma, we can partition this sum into

IS VD DRSS >, aubfe

9,9 ue~ed ol eg’ qi~Qr wlr={1,...,J} , P1,--PJsT15-TL
qQNQC3 e9T9 Q1Q2ep1--pyr1--TL =2
g3r~e eITQ1Q26D((p)jer)

e9 €D((pj)jer)

RSP PP SEEED DEED D DD DENp Bl

rlr={1,...,J}T1,..,TL a q~Q1p;,JET 9 uc~ed pj, JET ve! ~oed
~ egta 1Q2€D ).
Pl ©@2EDs ) AeD((py)e0

Let us now define

(5.5) Z(a, (pj)jen) = U (e, 9%,

g
eIt *Q1Q2€D((pj)jex)
(5.6) (e = U (e
g/

9" €D((pj)jer)

Note that by Lemma [I7] these are either empty or C-adic intervals. By using the Mellin
inversion formula for fz, we obtain

Lemma 18. Let C = A or C = B, and suppose that the assumptions of Proposition [10
hold. Then

(5.7) Z We(uwv)ayb, = L - F(s)xsfc(s) ﬁ’

21 )1 _ioo S

where
F(s):= > R()"G()Q1(5)Q2(5) Y Y ¢ Frals)
mUr={1,2,...J} a gre”

S

where the sum over a runs over |log” 0 z| < a < 2|log”" x|, Qi(s) := > a0, 4%
R(s) =3 gogea ™ "5 and

=Y Y aw]w

Dj, JET uc€Z (v, (pj)jer) Jjem

= Z Z b, (vc Hpj)’s

Pj> JET v’ €L’ ((p))jer) jer
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Remark 4. We have separated the sums over ¢; to make the use of the method of
Matomaéki-Radzivitl [15] easier; this spares us of the Lemma 12 of [15] in our situation.
Dividing the ranges for uc, v’ into e-adic has the benefit that the sums over uc, vc
always run over either a C-adic interval, or no interval at all (cf. proof of Lemma 20 for
why this is helpful).
We now divide the integration in (5.7) into two parts: let Tj := log™ z, and define
1 A ds 1 A ds
Ue = — F(s)x® fe(s) — Ve = — F(s)x® fe(s) —.

271 |t|<To S 271 |t|>To S

Then by the same argument as in Section 10 of [I5] (or by using Lemma [7] similarly as
in the proof of the Type I/II estimate) we find that

1 1 100
’_UA— % TUs| < log ™,
Y
and
. log 100 z/y 1 [ieRT
Sy, -2 Ty 5/ [F(1+ it)] dt+— max—/ |F(1+it)| dt +
y T y1>z/y T J1 7

1 [T
+ (log"™ z) max — / |F(1+ dt)| dt.
T>log!% T 144T

The second term is handled by a similar argument as the first, and the third term is
trivially bounded by the sum of the first two. The difficult part is to prove

Proposition 19. Let Ty = log™ x, and let F(s) be as in Lemma[I8. Then

[P0l o
F(1+4dt)|dt S (log™°x .
To log

For the proof need the following lemma, which states that we can obtain an estimate
for the integral, which is of the correct order up to a factor of log"(l) x, that is,

z/y 0
/ |F(14at)|dt < Towa’
Ty ogw
After proving the lemma we can use the method of Matoméki and Radziwitt [I5] to get
a saving log™° = over this. For all partitions 7 U 7, we will choose suitable L(m,7) <L
and write R(s)* = R(s)X™7) R(s)E=E(™7) (cf. last case in the proof of Lemma 20 below).
Then, once we use the triangle inequality to bring out the sum over the partitions, we
can use Cauchy-Schwarz to the integral to obtain a sum over products of mean squares
of Dirichlet polynomials (writing s = 1 + it)

Z /w/ y

rlr={1,2,..7} \’To

9 1/2

R(s)"™Q1(5)Q2(8) Y | Y 4~ Frals)| dt

a g~e
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The quantity estimated in Lemma 20]is then the result of applying the Improved mean
value theorem (Lemma [). We note that obtaining this lemma is what determines the
length of the interval y (cf. line (5.I0) in the proof below). For the lemma, define the
range for the combined variable ucgs

(58) I((p_])]Eﬂ') = U (eg‘f’a’ eg+a+2]
g?a
eIT*Q1Q2€D((pj)jer)

Clearly Z((p;)jex) is a C-adic interval and for any « we have Z(«, (p;)jer) # 0 if and
only if Z((p;)jex) # 0.

Lemma 20. (Correct-order estimate). Suppose that the assumptions of Proposition
hold. There exists a function L(-,-) : {(m,7): nUT={1,2,...,J}} - {1,2,..., L}
such that the following holds:

Let
E = Z (Sﬂ,l + S7T72)1/2 (ST71 + ST72)1/2 )
rUr={1,...,J}
W(r, 1) := (log z)Lmm=L/2)
where

S7r,1 = M Z Z Q|

m=W(m,7)" x| m=ucq192q3m1--TL(x7) [ Lien P
ucqs€Z((pj)jen)

lyz =/ 2W (m,7)
W (m, 1)
S7r,2 = Z Z |au||au’|7

h=1 UCq19243T1---TL(7,7) HJEW pj_U/CIQQQIQQL/’)T‘II"'T/L(W,T) Hjeﬂ_p;.:h
ucqz€L((p;)jen)
Wb eZ((8) )jen)
2

1
T :: T E—— b'U b
S yW(m,7)? 2

m=W(m,7)Vz M=ver1..TL_L(nx,r) [ Ljer P
ve€Z’((p5)jer)

1
Spo = TR > > by || by |

h=1 VCr1 T [ L(m,7) Hje_pjfv’c’r’l...r’L_L(mT) Hje,,_p;:h
ve€Z'((pj)jer),  v'd'€T((P))jer)
Then E < 105;;):'
Furthermore, the same bound holds in both of the following modified cases (with the
same choice of L(-,-))
(i): In the definitions of Sx1,Sr2, the primes ¢ and ¢ are replaced by 1, and the
factor W(m, 1) is replaced by W (mw, 7)Q1.




LARGE PRIME FACTORS ON SHORT INTERVALS 27

(ii): In the definitions of Sr1,Sx2, the primes qo and ¢, are respectively replaced
by the product of H primes qi1,...,quuy ~ Q1, and qyy,..., ¢,y ~ Q1 (recall that
Q2 = Q).

Remark 5. The first modified case corresponds to a situation where the polynomial @ (s)
has been removed from F'(s). The second modified case corresponds to a situation where
the polynomial Qy(s) has been replaced by Q(s) in F(s) (cf. definition of F(s) in
Lemma [I8, and the proof of Proposition [[9 below).

Proof of Lemma [20. By using va + b < /a + v/b, we get
E< ) (51590 + (Sr25:2)"? + (Sr15:2)"* + (Sr28:0)"?.

rUr={1,....J}
We now estimate the four sums separately. In each case we first do the unmodified case
and then explain how to get the estimate for the cases (i) and (ii).
Sum over (Sw,lST,l)l/Q : We need to estimate S, ; and S;1; our aim is to eventually
use Cauchy-Schwarz to the sum ) (1,0} and then regroup using Lemma [I7]
Consider first Sy ;. Since we assume that |a,|S 7w(4)1, pw)=1 and ¢ is w-smooth,
we may estimate uc from above by one smooth variable n. Let

g(n) =1+ > L
n=mqi1q24q3r1-TL(rx,r)

Then

> > y

m=xW (m,7)~ /@ |m=ucq192¢37m1--TL(x ) [ Ljen P
ucqs€Z((pj)jen)

S E E Tw (1)
m=W(m,7)~ vz | m=nq19243m1--7L(x,r) [Ljcr Pj
ngs€Z((pj)jenr)
2

S ) Yo g | .

m=W (m,7)"1\/z mznl_[j€7r D)
Z((ps)jen)#0

Hence, we need to bound

(5.9) > > 9(n)g(n')w(n) 7 (n).
nHjEfrijW(ﬂ-7T)7l 4 nHjEfrpj:n/ HjETrp;'
I((pj)jGTr)?é@ I((p;')jE‘rr)?é@

We have 7,(n') S 7,(n), since by the definition of the intervals [; if p, > w, then
Jj < logloglog x, so that if e.g. py ---p;|n’ and p; { n’ for other indices ¢, then

Tw<n/) < Tw(pr-- 'pJo)Tw<n//(p1 D)) < 2010g10g10g17w<n) S Tw(n).
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We also have g(n') < g(n), since g(n) — 1 counts the number of factors q1gaqsry - - - r|n,
and there exists only a bounded number of indices j such that p; can be in the same
range as one of the primes ¢, go, g3, ;. Thus, (B.9) is bounded by

(5.10) > g(n)?r,(n)? > 1

nnjeﬂpij(ﬂ';r)fl\/% nHjEﬂ'pj:n/ ]-_[jEﬂ'p_lj
I((pj)jerr)#@ I((p;)jE‘rr)?é@

To make progress, we drop the condition Z((p})jex) # 0. This causes a loss of some
small power of logx but we do not know how to avoid this. We then divide the sum
into a sum over subsets p C 7w, where p is the set of indices j such that p; # p’;. Notice
that this implies that p;|n That is, we have to give a bound for

> > > > 9(n)*7u(n)*

pj,J€m  pCmpl,jep nxW(m,r) e/ ([1,en Ps)

(5.11) < Y Yy 3 g(n)?r, (n)”

p]7_]€77' pgﬂp’,jep nXW(ﬂ—yT)il\/E/(H ‘I'l'pH pl)
I((pj)jen)#0 yemie ety

since g(n) < 9(n/[L;e,pj) and 7,(n) S 7w(n/I1,e, ;). We have g(n) < L!g(n), where
g(n) is the multiplicative function defined by

~r kY .__ <k+1)7 leogexvaQlupNQ% or Q§/2§p§Q3

9(p°) = : :
1, otherwise,

Thus, by Lemma [I2] the sum (5.I1)) is bounded by

> > > > > g(n)*1u(n)?

p]v]eﬂ- pgﬂp/,jep nXW(ﬂ-vT)_l\/E/(H 7rp]._[ p/)
I((pj)jen)#0 ’ Jemt i ee

e e ] <1+§(p)2m]§p)z—1) TY Y (Hpjl) (H@;)l)

p<w pj, JET pCm pl, jEp \JET Jjep
Z((pj)jen)#0
(5.12)
w13 Y <Hp;1>.
s pEIj pj,JET JjeET
Z((pj)jen)#9

Recall now (by definitions) that for any « the set Z(c, (p;)jex) is always either empty or a
C-adic interval around /2/(Q1Q2¢® [ [, p;) for some C' > e, and that Z(a, (p;)jex) = 0
if and only if Z((p;)jer) = 0. Recall also ([2.6) for the contributions of the small primes
¢1, G2, q3. Then (5.12) is bounded by (using the definition (5.8) of Z((p;);ex))
W<7T7 T)_l z ||
T(lJrlogl/@) Z 1,
nq19293 [ e, Pj=Vv=
n€Z(|logqs],(pj)jex)
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so that
L W)y

5.13 S,
(5.13) ! Yz

(1+1log1/6) > 1.
1419293 [1jcr Pi=VZ
n€Z(|loggs],(pj)jex)

Similarly, we obtain

NG
5.14 S < —Y" (14 1log1/0)"! 1.
(5.14) 1 NyW(W’T)\/E( +log1/6) Z
m]._[jeijx\/E
meZ((pj)jer)

Hence, by Cauchy-Schwarz, and by applying Lemma [I7] to regroup
Z (Sw,lsT,l)l/Q

1/2

(1 +log 1/6)7/227/2 > > oo

mlr={L,....J} nq192q3 [ ;. Pj<vVZz m[l;c, pj=Vvz
n€Z(|loggs],(pj)jex) mEL((pj)jer)

1/2
(1 + log 1/6)7/227/? ( > 1)

nmqi1q2q9s3p1---pj=z

S

e

5

0 1/2
< YT (1 4 log 1/6)7/227/ (—)

log x

<=l

Q
Y1+ log 1/6)7/227%(log 1/0)? log? 1 < ——

1
(5.15) ~ logx’

where the last bound follows from the definition (2.2]) of y and the definition (2.5]) of 2.
We now discuss the modified cases:

Modified case (i): There are two changes: Firstly, the function g(n) gets replaced
by

fr) =1+ > 1,
n:quQSTl"'rL(W,T)

which clearly satisfies f(n) < g(n). Secondly, since the factor W (m,7) is replaced by
W (7w, T)Q1, the final bound we obtain is

1/2
Z (Sr18,1)? < QL(ulog 1/0)7227/2(1og 1/0)7/? 10g"/? ©
Yy

Since Q1 = log'® z and y = 2'/2log? 19t 4 the claim follows.

Modified case (ii): Here the only change is that the function g(n) is replaced by
fln):=1+ > 1 < 2(H + DI L1 g(n) < g(n),
n=n'q1q1,1""q1,HI3T1---TL(r,7)

since H < (loglog x)'/2. Thus, the claim follows.
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Sum over (Sﬂ7257—72)1/ 2. We need to estimate Sz and S; 2. These sums are essentially

averages over h of correlations of some sequence g,, of the form N=*Y" = g,gnn. The
aim is to show that these correlations behave as expected, so that we get (on average
over h)

2
NS gugnen S (Nl > gn> :

Then the square cancels the square root in (Sﬂ-7257—72)1/2, so that we may use the partition
algorithm to regroup the sums, giving us an estimate of the correct order.

Consider first Sy . Note that if yz=/2W (r,7)~! < 1, then the bound is trivial, so
assume the opposite. Recall that for any integers a, b, h such that (a, b)|h, the number
of integer solutions (¢, c’) to the diophantine equation ac + bc’ = h with ac ~ M is
bounded by

M(a, b
Y <y M)

ab
c~M/a
x=co (mod b/(a,b))

where (co, ¢j) is any given solution to the equation. Hence, for a fixed h we have (here
we drop the usual restrictions for ¢, ¢, and count the number of solutions (¢, ’))

Z |||

ucq192q371 L (m,r) [jer Pi—0'¢ a1 0505717 (o [jen Pj=h
ucqs€Z((p;j)jen)

! Al

W' GET((p))jen)

DD H WD 5 i

@i,q; TI,T] PyyD; JET e,c!
Z((pj)jen)#0 cuq1q2g3r1 -1 (m,r) [1jep Py =W (m,7) " Lat/2
I((P;-)jEw)f@ cuq1q29371--TL(x,7) [jer P —c’u/qﬂqéqér’l...ri(ﬁi) [Liex p;.:h
(5.16)
—-1,.1/2 ‘CLUHCLU" 1o N—1
ST+ Wmn) a2y =0 22y (010:03016305)
w,u’ qi g,
/ / ~1 G- lan
D (ri e Taert T Y 2 oo
LT pj,JET p.,jem Jjem£IE]

Z((p))1em)#D T((p' )y n )0

j
where G := gecd <uq1ng3r1 i) [ Lien P WGBEGT Tny [en p;) . The contri-
bution from the ‘41’ is trivially small enough, so that we may ignore it. Averaging over
h we have

W (m,r)7t

W, )2 WUZ

G- lgn < 1.
Yy h=1
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Since |ay| S 1w, pw))=1Tw(u), we have

) [aullaw] oy
uy’

w,u’

Hence,

(5.17) Sro < > IIx'| s iz > 1],

pj,j€T  jeET nq1q2q3 [ ;e Pj=Vz
Z((ps)jen)#0 n€Z(|loggs],(pj)jex)

where the last bound again follows from the facts that Z(«, (p;);er) is always either

empty or a C-adic interval around < W (m,7)"'v/x/(Q1Q2¢" [ ], p;) for some C' > e,

and that for all any o we have Z(«, (pj)jer) = 0 if and only if Z((p;)jex) = 0.
Similarly, we obtain

2

1
5.18 S, < | —= 1
( ) 2~ \/z Z
mHjEijX\/E
meZ'((pj)jer)

Thus, by using Lemma [I7] to regroup we obtain

Y (Sesa”t Y 12

~logx’
rUr={1,...,J} nMq1q243p1--py=<z

The modified cases (i) and (ii) clearly follow by a similar argument, since in (i) every
relevant factor is scaled similarly throughout by factor Q; or Q' (note the averag-
ing over h), and the modification in (ii) is harmless since H < (loglogx)/? so that

H
<Zq~Q1 q_l) = log”" z.

Sum over (S;15,2)/2 + (S;257.1)"? : Let us denote

Erq:= WW’TT)\/EQ + log 1/6)‘”| Z Hpj_l, E, = Z l_ij_1 ,

pj,JET  JET pj,JET  JET
I((pj)jeﬂ?é@ I((pj)jefr)#@
2
, VT I7| 1 . —1
By = m(l +log1/6) Z Hpj , Erpi= Z Hpj
Pj,JET JET P, JET JET
Z'((pj)jer)#0 T'((pj)jer)#0

so that by (£.13), (5I4), (5.I7), and (5.I8) we have
S S Eﬂ,la S S Eﬂ,Qa ST,l 5 Eﬂl Sy

1S 2

< ET,Q-

72N

Our strategy here is to choose L(m, 7) so that E; 1,9 ~ E;2[E, , and then use Cauchy-
Schwarz to reduce the estimate to the previous cases.
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We must first deal separately with partitions 7= U 7 such that one of FE;, E.; is
exceptionally small. We note that trivially (since (log1/0)(1 +1log1/6) < 1)

BeaW(m, 7)™ S ((log 1/6)(1 + log 1/6))/" < 1,

and similarly E. ;W (r,7) < 1. Note also that E, 5 S 1, E;» < 1. Suppose then that
7 U 7 is such that

min {EMET,QW(W, ) BB W, T)} <log g

Recall that W (w,7) = (logz)F™)=L/2) If [, > 100/¢, then we may clearly choose

L(m,7) so that E 1 E, 5 and E; 2E,; are both bounded by log_40 x. Thus, the sum over

such 7 L 7 is trivially bounded by 27 log™° z < log™** &, which is clearly sufficient.
Hence, we may assume that

Eﬂ71E772W(7T,T)_1 and Er B W(m, 1)

are within a factor of log'® z of each other. Choose L large enough so that L > 200 /.
We may then choose L(m,7) so that E, E; 5 and E;FE;; are equal up to a factor

bounded by log® z = log®® z. We then obtain by Cauchy-Schwarz
Z (Eﬂ,lET,2)1/2+<EW,2ET,1)1/2 5 Z (EW,IET,IEW,2ET,2)1/4

1/2 1/2

S Z (EW,1E7,1)1/2 Z (E7T72ET72)1/2 )

which reduces the bound to the previous cases. The modified cases (i) and (ii) again
follow by a similar argument. O

We also require the following variant of the above lemma, which will be used after
applying Lemma [Bl Here we care about the partition only up to an accuracy of 2°(1),
since we will apply Lemma [6 with T/2|T|< (x/y)' .

Lemma 21. For any partition = U1 = {1,2,...,J}, and any |log”*z| < a <
2[log” 0 x|, define

Sp(a) == > > ay|

m=e—a(logh*/2 ¢)y/z | m=ucqiqari..rr [Le, ps
uc€Z(c,(pj)jen)
2

S, = Z Z b,

m=(log= /2 1)z m=vc[];e, p;
ve€T' ((pj)jer)

Then, for any |log”** z| < a < 2[log”* | and partition n UT = {1,2,...,J},

60{
—_ <
" Sa(a)S; S 1L

~Y
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Proof. We use the same argument as with the first case in the proof of Lemma

(compare with (5.13) and (5.14)) to obtain
Se(a) < e “(logh/? z)v/z (1 +log 1/6)!! Z Hpj L < e (logh? 2)v/x

Py, JET jET
S, < (log™* P 2)y/r (1 +10g 1/0) >~ [ p" S (log "/ 2)V/a,
Pj, JET jET
since (log1/0)(1+1log1/0) < 1. O

Proof of Proposition[19. Write
[To,z/y] =TT UT, UU,
where
To={t e [Toa/y) - [Qi1 +in]< @™,
Toi={t € [To.a/y] : |Qx(1+it)|< Q" I\ T,

and U = [Ty, z/y] \ (T1 U Tz). We estimate the integral over each region separately.
Integral over 7;: We have (for s =1+ it)

x/y
[Pl < Qi3 / R(5)4G(5)Qa(5) 3 3 4 Fr(s)| dt

rUr={1,2,...J} a grev

Choose L(m,7) as in Lemma 20, and use Cauchy-Schwarz to obtain

z/y
/ R((S)LfL(W,T)GT(S) L(7TT Z Z qstﬂa dt <
To a q~e®
1/2
z/y z/y 9 1/2
/ R(s)H )Y D g Frals)| dt / |R(s)"" G (s)| dt |
To o qroo Ty

We now apply Lemma [4] and the modified case (i) of Lemma 20] to obtain

Q0 Q0
F(s)|dt < Q7Y™ <« (1
Tll (s)] Q; Tog 2 < (log™ :v)logx

Integral over T3: Since |Q1(1 +it)|> Q;*™ on T3, we obtain (for s = 1+ it)

/y
“1/44e ~H(1/4—2€ s
(F(s)dt < Q5 HHeQl/+ / QSIS g Fa(s
0

T2 mlr= {1 2,..J} o gre®

where Q;UHEQ{{OM—QG) =Q;° < log~% 2. By the same argument as with the integral
over Ti, applying the modified case (ii) of Lemma 20, we obtain

Q
F(s)|dt < (log™° :
1) S om0y
Integral over U: Let T C U be a set of well-spaced points such that

/|F (L+it)|dt < Y |F(1+it)].

teT
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By Lemma [l applied to Q2(s) we have

IT] < (@/y)"*7>Qy exp (2 log(x/ y)mﬁ#) < (x/y)"*

since Qy ~ exp((loglog z)*?). By LemmalRwe have for any [log”'° x| < a < 2[log®* z|
and any ¢ € [log” x, 7]

Z qflfit

gr~e”

cop(——C )1 gy

Hence, by Cauchy-Schwarz (for s = 1 + it)

Y IF(+it) <log™ 2 ) moz}xz |R(5)“Q1(5)Q2(5) Fra(5)G(5)|

teT rUr={1,2,...J} teT
1/2 1/2
<o s (S e @m0 ) (i)
teT teT

Thus, applying Lemma B (with 7' = z/y, |T| < (z/y)"/?>¢) we obtain

1/2

o l LE/2

Z|F(1 +it)| < (log™*" ) max max ((602’}% + e (logh® z)z=127< | Sy (a)
mur o« T

teT

1 .T_l/Q_E 1/2
: + ST )
(<(10g“/ *x)y/x  loghuw ) )

where S, («) and S; are as in Lemma 21l Thus, by Lemma 1]

o 1/2
Z|F(1 +it)|< (log™ ) max max (e—SW(a)ST) < log 2,

T o] €T
teT

which is sufficient for the proposition. O
Conclusion of the proof of Proposition[1d. Recall that

1422T

z/y
5/ IF(1 4 it)| di+2 max —/ \F(1 4 it)| di +
1

Ty Y T>z/y T

logIOO T

1
’—VA - Vs
y

Xz

14427
4 (log™ ) max ~ / (F(1+ it)| dt.
T>1og100xT 144T

The first integral can be bounded using Proposition [I9. The second term is bounded by
using the same argument as for the first, since the integral is multiplied by the factor
T~ 'z/y, and the sum over h in the off-diagonal term from applying Lemma [ is now
shorter than with the first integral. The third term is trivially bounded by the sum of
the first and second terms. U
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5.1. Discussion of the loss. As can be seen from the above, the reason we cannot
make the interval shorter than (log”*™ x),/z is due to losses in the correct-order estimate
Lemma To see how this loss occurs, consider a sequence a,, n ~ N, which is the
characteristic function of some well-behaved set of density p around N. Then we expect

1 2
N E ApQpy, X P,
nme[N2 N2+ N]|
n,m~N

but estimate for the corresponding mean value is

N 2
/ E ann—l—zt
0

n~N
Hence, we have already lost a square root of the density. This is of course because the
diagonal term in the mean value theorem corresponds to square root cancellation on
average.

At first it may seem that including the variables ¢, ¢ causes a loss of a factor (1 +
log 1/6)7/2 = 1og™3 M) 2 However, without these variables we would lose a factor
log z due to a smaller density, so that it is beneficial to have them in the mix (not to
mention that we needed one of them in the proof of the Type I/II estimate).

As was noted in the proof of Lemma 20, some of our losses come from our inability to
handle the cross-conditions in the sum (5.I0)), but this inaccuracy contributes definitely
no more than (1 + log1/6)7/2 = log®3®*°M 4 Another potential loss is the use of
Cauchy-Schwarz in the case of the sums (SmlST,l)l/ 2 in the proof; the Cauchy-Schwarz
is optimal if most of the terms S; 1571 are of the same size, but this may not be the
case (depending on the partition 7 LI 7, some of the cross-conditions are expected to be
more strict than others). We do not pursue these issues here, as they would require a
significant effort with relatively small improvements.

An alternative construction one might consider is to let the primes p; vary more freely
by installing some cross-conditions, eg. of the form p;;;---p; > p;. This would indeed
increase the density of our sequence. However, to be able to use Cauchy-Schwarz, we
would need to remove the cross-conditions going between m and 7. At best (using smooth
cross-conditions), removing one cross-condition causes a loss of a constant C' > 1, and
there are typically > loglogx cross-conditions to be removed, causing an additional
loss of logc/ x. We expect that more is lost than gained in this approach.

Yet another set-up would be to make the intervals I; narrower, so that we could get a
better control over the number of partitions needed (e.g. we could get j,.1 — 5; < N for
some fixed N in the partition algorithm). This improves the factor 27/2, but the losses
from the narrowness of I; grow faster, making the bound worse.

1 2
dt < > lan>=p.

n~N

6. FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSITION

From here on we shall not need the precise structure of the weights W 4, Ws. Hence, we
can freely use summation variables of type p;,¢g;,r; in the sieve decompositions below
without risk of confusion. The aim of this section is to prove a proposition, which
combines the previous estimates Type I/II and Type II, by using Harman’s iterative
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argument (cf. Chapter 3 of Harman’s book [8]). The proposition plays the same role as
Lemma 5.3 in Chapter 5 of Harman’s book.
For any natural number d and any U > 1, define

S(.Ad, U) = Z 1(n7p(U)):1W,4(dn), S(Bd, U) = Z 1(n,P(U))=1WB<dn>-

The basic idea is as follows: Suppose that we want to estimate S(A,z7?%). By using
the elementary identity (u* 1)(n) = 1,-1, we have

S(A ) = > u(d)S(Ag1)

d|P(z7—2%)

= Y pdWand)+ > p(d)Walnd) =: S + Ly,
d|P(z7-%) P 25)

d<gl/2=7+8 d>zl/2—7+3

say. In ¥; we have obtained a long smooth variable n so that we have a Type I sum (cf.
Proposition [[3)). On the other hand, in ¥;; we can write d = p; - - - p; with p; < ey
for j = 1,2,..., k. Then there is some j < k such that p,---p; € [#¥/277F0 21/279]
which means that we have a Type II sum (cf. Proposition [[6). Here we come across
a problem: in the Type Il sum we also have a smooth variable n, which means that
the sum could be at least one factor of logx larger than the original sum (if we ignore
the cancellations from p(d)). To overcome this problem, we must add a cut-off to the
Buchstab’s identity from below, so that we write

SAT ) =Y pd)S(Asw)

d|P(z7=20)/P(w)

with w = z!/(egls®)® Thig solves our problems, except that now in the Type I/II sum
we also have (n, P(w)) = 1. However, as was noted in Section [ this is not a problem
since the weight W4 contains a w-smooth variable ¢ which can be combined with n to
form a long smooth variable.

In practice, we need a result of a more general from:

Proposition 22. (Fundamental proposition). Let Z = 2772 X = gl/277/2+3
and let U,V > 1, U < /4100 < 2122980 Let a,.b, < 1 be some non-negative
coefficients, supported for (u, P(Z)) = 1, (v, P(Z)) = 1. Define A := ylog'® z/x. Then

S abSAnZ) =AY auva(Buv,Z)+(9(AS(B,X)log‘5/2x>.

ue(Ul~¢,U] ue(Ul=<,U]
ve(V1=e V] ve(Vi=€ V]
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Proof. Define W = 2'/277%9 and let C = A or C = B. Using Buchstab’s identity we
obtain

> aubS(Cun, 2)

ue(UT—¢,U]

ve(V1—€ V]

= > b Y pDSCuaw)+ D @by > p(d)S(Cosw)
ue(U'=<,U] d|P(Z)/P(w) ue(U¢,U] d|P(Z)/P(w)

ve(V1=EV] vd<W ve(V1=€ V] vd>W

= E[(C) -+ EII(C),

say. We will apply the Type I/II estimate (Proposition I3 to ¥;(C) and the Type II
estimate (Proposition [I6) to 3;,(C).
Sums ¥;(C): We let v = vd, and

My =lycw Y. p(d)by.
v/ =vd
d|P(Z)/P(w)
Since b, is supported on (v, P(Z)) = 1, we have |b/,| < 1, and b/, is supported on
(v', P(w)) = 1. Thus, by Proposition [[3 we have
21(A) = AS(B) + O ()\S(B, X) log=*/2 x) .

Sums >;(C): We write

EU(C) = Z by Z(_Dk Z S(CUUPI'“pk7w>

ue(Ul<,U] w<p1<p2<-<pp<Z
ve(V1=€ V] vp1-pp =W

Y S Y S w) + OEE),

u€(Ur~€ Ul w<p1,p2,,pp<Z
ve(Vi=ey]  vprp2W

where the sum over k runs over k¥ < (loglogz)?, and the error term is for C = A
bounded by (using the notation 7 (n) := (1 x 1% 1% 1)(n))

k2 Z Z by S (Auvpy-pps W)

ue(Ul—¢, U]l w<p1,p2,,pk<Z,

UG(V1—67V} p1=p2
S Z Z Z Wa(uvpy - - - ppn)

we(Ul—¢, Ul w<p1,p2,,pk<Z, n,(n,P(w))=1

UE(V1_€7V} pP1=p2
<k YT D m)Wap®n)
nwp<lZ

< klylog® z Z p? < ylog %z,
wp<”Z
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where we have applied Shiu’s bound (Lemma [I2]) for the penultimate inequality. Simi-
larly, we obtain a sufficient error term if C = B. Hence, we need to handle the sums

% > > aubyS(Cuspropy w).

ue(U' ¢, Ul w<p1,p2, Pk <Z

ve(Vi—ey]  vprpr2W
To this end we note that for all vp; ---pr > W in the above sum, there exists exactly
one j < k such that

1/2—6

W <wop---p; <z and  vpy--opjg < WL

By (24) this implies that unp; 1 ---pp € [2/277F9/2 21/279/2] ' where n is the implicit

variable in S(Cyupy..py, w). Let ¢k, j = 1,...,k be any positive constants such that
cir < 1/4!, ¢jkcr—jr = 1/k!. Define then for any j < k
b;/,j,k = 1U/e[x1/2—~,+5/27m1/2—6/2] Cik Z bv,
v'=uvp1--p;
ve(VI=e V]

w<p1,...,.p;<Z
W <vpy-p;<z1/279,
vp1-pj—1<W

I Pyp—
au,J»,k = 1u/e[x1/27~/+6/2711/275/2] E aul(n,p(w))zl Ck—j.k E 1.
u' =unr r=p1---Pk—j,
ue(U~<,U] WP, Ph—j <Z

Then (by uniqueness of the choice of j)

% Z Z a“bvs(cuvpl---pkv w) - Z Z a;'7j,kb;/,j7ch (’LL/U/).

w€(UL~€, U] w<p1,p2;....pp<Z J<k w0
ve(Vi-ev]  vprp2W

Since ¢;r < 1/5!, a trivial bound yields (using (uv, P(Z)) = 1)
|a;,7]~7k| 5 Tw(u,)l(u/,P(w))zl and |b2)’,j,k| S Tw(v,)l(v/,P(w))zl-
Hence, by Proposition [T0l we get
Z o kO s Wa(u'v') = X Z a1 W (W) + O (AS(B, X) log™° ),

which suffices since we sum over j, k < 1. U

7. BUCHSTAB DECOMPOSITIONS

The aim of this section is to prove Proposition 2l by obtaining a lower bound for
S(A, 21/277/249) Our argument follows similar lines as that described in Chapter 5 of
Harman’s book [§]. There are also many similarities with Jia’s and Liu’s decompositions
in [12].

The general idea of Harman’s sieve is to use Buchstab’s identity to decompose the sum
S(C, x1/277/2+9) (in parallel for C = A and C = B) into a sum of the form Y, 55(C),
where ¢, € {—1,1}, and Si(C) > 0 are sums over almost-primes. Since we are interested
in a lower bound, for C = A we can insert the trivial estimate Si(.A) > 0 for any k such
that the sign ¢, = 1; these sums are said to be discarded. For the remaining k we will
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obtain an asymptotic formula by using Propositions [16] and 22l That is, if K is the set
of indices that are discarded, then (for A := ylog' z/x)

S(A, 2P =N " S (A) > Y eSk(A)

kK

k
~ > erASK(B) = AS(B, 2! /*PT0) — XY " S(B).

kK kek

We are successful if we can then obtain a bound Y-, . Sp(B) < (1—€(v))S(B, z/277/2+9)
for some €(7) > 0; obtaining this ultimately determines the exponent v in Proposition
2

For this last step we require two lemmata, which allow us to transform sums over Wy
into so-called Buchstab integrals that can be estimated numerically. Let w(u) denote
the Buchstab function (cf. Chapter I of Harman’s book [§], for instance), so that by the
Prime Number Theorem for X¢ < Z < X, Xlog “ X <V <« X

log X Y
1 -1 = (1 1
>t = 0o (155 )

X<n<X+Y

(the same argument as in Chapter I of [§] gives the result for the slightly shorter in-
tervals of length Y'). Note that for 1 < u < 2 we have w(u) = 1/u. In the numerical
computations we will use the following standard upper bound (cf. Lemma 4 and the
discussion below that in [12], for instance) for the Buchstab function

(0, u<l1
1/u, 1<u<?2
w(u) << (T4log(u—1))/u, 2<u<3
0.5644, 3<u<4

L0.5617, u> 4,

In the two lemmata below we assume that the range U C [2¢, z]* is sufficiently well-
behaved, e.g. an intersection of sets of the type {w : u; < u;}or {w:V < f(uy,...,u;) <

W} for some polynomial f and some fixed V, W.
Lemma 23. Let X = z'/277/2+% qnd let U C [2¢, x]*. Then

log100 x daq -+ - day,

2
Qpc-c ak—lak

{(a: (%, ...;2%) eU)}

and w(a) =w(ag, ..., ) =w((l—y—a; — - —ag)/ax)
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Proof. The left-hand side is by the Prime Number Theorem

logIOO T
x Yo D Y=t Wl -pra)

= 2+o1)2 Y L, <log<x1—v+g<l>/<p1 . -m)))

D1 -+ - i log pi log px,

]_ <10g(x17+0(1)/(n1 PO nk)))
ny---ng(logny) ... (logng_1) log? ny log ny,

_ (2+0(1))Q/w (log(x1_7/<u1...uk))) — duy - - - duy,

y log uy, loguy) . .. (logug_1)log® uy
_ (2+0(1))2 /w(a) doy - - day

2
log x ap g0

by the change of variables u; = 2% The claim now follows by the definition (2.35]) of
Q. O

Remark 6. Similarly as in [12], we call the factor (1 — v) [da the deficiency of the

corresponding sum. By the lemma it is up to the factor 1 + o(1) the ratio of the sum
and S(B, X).

We also need the following variant of the above lemma, which will occur as the result
of using role reversals.

Lemma 24. Let X = x'/277/2%0 7 = 2772 and let U C [2°,2)*. Then
-y
S S 2) = SBX)(1+0(1)) - [ nfe)

(g,m,p2,p3)eUd
(m,P(q))=1

log100 T dogdo dogdos

)

x OzSOéQOé?,

where the integral is over {ac: (x®,x* 2 ) € U}, and
wola) == w((l =y —ag—ay —ay —ag)/7)w(ar/ag).
Proof. The left-hand side equals by the Prime Number Theorem
lo IOOx
& > Wi(gmpapsn)

X q,m,p2,p3,n
(g,m,p2,p3)eU
(n,P(Z))=1,(m,P(q))=1

_ 2+01)0 3 LomPap=1 (bg(xl_w(”/ (qmpzpz)))

log Z log Z
0g (g:mpaps) €U qp2p3m 0g

_2rom)e s (— (logm) v <log<w/<qmp2p3>>>
vlogx ( qpapsmlogq  \ logq log Z
q,m,p2,p3) €U
2+0(1)Q 1—7 daydasdazdoy
. wo(ax) —
(I=9)logz  ~ e5Teb 1oy
The claim now follows by the definition (2.5 of €. O
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Remark 7. In this instance we call the factor 1777 [ de the deficiency of the corresponding

sum. By the lemma it is the ratio of the sum and S(B, X), up to the factor 1 + o(1).
We are now ready for the Buchstab decompositions. We fix v = 1/19, and define

X = gl/#0/248 7 =% W o= g¥/2+
and write by Buchstab’s identity (for C = A or C = B)

S(C.X)=5(C.2)— > S(Chp)

Z<p<X
=5, 2)= Y, S(Cup)— > SCnZ)+ Y. S(Copipa)
W<p<X Z<p<W Z<pa<p1<W

p1pi<X?

= Sl(C) — SQ(C) - 53(6) —+ 54(6)

7.1. Sum S;(C). Applying Proposition 22 with U =V =1, a, = b, = 1,-1 we obtain
S1(A) = ASy(B) + O ()\S(B, X)log %" x) .

7.2. Sum S5(C). We have (since S(A,,p) =0 for p > X)

1 .

So(A) =D S(Anp)= Y Walp) =5 D Walpg) +Olylog™“ x)
pZW b,q p,q

7>pzW p.ge[W,a!/279/2]

= AS5(B) + O ()\S(B, X) log~*"2 q;) ,

by Proposition

7.3. Sum S3(C). Dividing the sums S3(C) into O(1) sums such that p = v € (V1= V],
and applying Proposition 22l with U = 1, a,, = 1,-1, and b, = 1,eplz<,<w, We obtain

Sy(A) = AS3(B) + O ()\S(B, X) log=*/2 x) .

7.4. Sum S4(C). We write S4(C) = S5(C) + S(C) + S7(C) + Ss(C), where for V :=
p1/2-27+36

S5<C> = Z S<Cp1p27p2>7 S6<C) = Z S(Cp1p27p2)

Z<pa<p1<V Z<pa<p1<W
p1p2<W W§p1p2§xl/2_5
S7<C) = § S<Cp1p27p2)a Sg (C) = § S<Cp1pzap2)-
21/4=8/2<p W al/A=0/2<p <
Z§p2<:131/4_105 1.1/4—10§Sp2<p1
pipa>al/2-9 zl/2=0py <p1p3< X2

We estimate each sum separately.
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7.5. Sum S5(C). Two applications of Buchstab’s identity yields

Ss (C) = Z S(Cp1p27 Z) - Z S<Cp1p2p37 Z)

Z<p2<p1<V Z<p3<pa<p1<V
p1p2<W p1p2<W, p1p2p3<X?
+ § S(Cp1p2p3p4> p4)
Z<pa<pz<p2<p1<V

p1p2<W, p1p2p2<X?, p1papspi<X?
=:595.1(C) — S5.2(C) + S5.3(C),

say.

7.5.1. Sum S;51(C). Using Proposition 22l with u = 1 and v = p;ps, we obtain S5 ;(A) =
AS51(B) + O (AS(B, X) log=/? x) .

7.5.2. Sum S52(C). Note that pypy < W, p3 < py < p; implies p3 < W/2 < /47205,
Thus, we wish to apply Proposition with v = pips, u = p3 but we have cross-
conditions p3 < pa, p1peps < X? that need to be removed. We do this by dividing the
ranges into shorter ones, that is,

5572<C) = Z Z S<Cp1p2p37 Z)?

Vi,Va,Vs Z<p3<p2<p1<V
p1p2<W, p1p2pi< X2
pje(‘/:jl_ev‘/:i]v ]6{17273}

where the sum over V; runs over V; of the form V(=97 ¢ € Z such that V3 < V3, and
(1VaV2)17¢ < X2 (that is, each condition is loosened if necessary but at most by a
factor of 299)) Note that the overall sign of sums S54(C) is negative, so that we only
require an upper bound for S; 5(A). Thus, we can drop the unwanted cross-conditions for
C = A so that by Proposition B2 (since the inner sum is non-empty only if V5 < x/4710%)

55,2 (A) < Z Z S('Aplmpsv Z)

Vi,Va,Va Z<ps<V, Z<pa<p1 <V
V3<Vs p1p2<W
(VVeVR)I=e<X? pie(V,]! ™, V5], je{1,2,3}
—5/2
S 3 S(Byipaps: Z) + O <)\S(B,X) log™?/ x)
V1,V2,V3 Z<p3<V,Z<pa<p1<V
Vz<Va p1p2<W

(V1V2V32)1_6SX2 pje(‘/j1767‘/j}7 ]6{17273}

= A\S52(B) + E(B) + O (AS(B, X) log=*/? x) .

Here
E(B) =\ > > S(Byypapss Z) < OAS(B, X),
Vi1,Va2,V3 Z<p3<V, Z<pa<p1<V
V3<Va p1p2<W,

(ViVaV2)1=€<X? p3>ps or p1pap2>X2
pje(‘/jl_ev‘/j}v je{17273}

since the conditions in the sum over Vi, Vs, V3 imply that in the inner sum always
either p3 = po®® or pypop2 = X2+ 5o that by Lemma the Buchstab integral
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correspondig to the sum E(B) is of size < ¢ (thus, the deficiency of E(B) is < §).
Hence, 5572(./4) < (1 + O(é)))\S&Q(B)

We can also obtain a lower bound by a similar argument; instead of dropping the
cross-conditions p3 < pa, pipaps < X2 for Ss5(A), we divide the sum over V; into

two parts )y vy, = Z%) Vo T Zgl) V.vs» Where the first sum runs over Vj such that
Vi < V3¢ and V1V,V2 < X2, and the second sum over the complement. In the range
of Z%) Vo1, We always have

Z S(Cp1p2p3> Z) = Z S(Cmmpav Z),

Z<p3<p2<p1<V Z<p3<V, Z<pa<p1<V
p1p2<W, p1pap3<X? 1p1p2<W
g .

pi (V745 je{1,2,3} p;€(V; 75 V;l, 5€{1,2,3}

so that we may apply Proposition22l In the second sum Zg/zl),vg,vg we estimate S(Ap,popss £)
trivially by 0 from below, so that we obtain

S5,2(A) > AS52(B) — E'(B) + O <)\S(B, X) log=%/? ;1;) .
The error term

BB =23 3 S(Byrpsps: Z)

Vi,Va,Vs Z<p3<p2<p1<V
p1p2<W, p1p2pi<X?
pie(V} 4 V;l, 5e{1,2,3}

is again a sum with p3 = pox®® or pipop2 = X*°W | corresponding to a Buchstab
integral of size < §, which yields S52(A) > (1 — O(6))AS52(B). We will need this
version later, when we have to remove cross-conditions in a sum with a positive overall
sign.

By combining the above, we have S52(A) = (14 O(6))AS5 2(B).
7.5.3. Sum S53(C). We split the sum into three parts depending on the size of p1papsps

S53(C) = Z S(Coipoppas P1) + Z S(Cpipapaps> Pa)

(p1,p2,p3,p4)EU(5,3,1) (P1,p2,p3,p4)EU(5,3,2)

+ Z S(Cpipapsps> Pa)

(p1,p2,p3,p4)€U(5,3,3)
where
U(5,3) = {(p1,p2,p3,p4) D4 <pyp<p3<pa<p1 <V, pipa <W,
pipaps < X7, pipopsps < X7}

U(5,3,1) == U(5,3) N {(p1, P2, 3, Pa) © P1papsps < W}
U(5,3,2) = U(5,3) N {(p1,p2,p3,pa) : W < prpapsps < 2270}
U(5,3,3) == U(5,3) N {(p1,p2, 3, pa) : Prpapspa > ' /*7°}.

Sum over 4/(5,3,2): We have the variable p;pypspy in the Type II range [W, 2'/279],
so that we may apply Proposition [[6; we just need to remove the cross-condition
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(n, P(p4)) = 1 for the implicit variable in S(Cp, pypsps» Pa). To this end, write n = ¢q; - - - g
so that

Z S(Cprpapspar Pa) = Z Z Z We(p1p2pspaqi - - - Gk)-

(p1,p2,P3,p4)EU(5,3,2) k<1 (p1,p2,p3,pa) €EU(5,3,2) Pa<q1<q2<...<qp

Similarly as in the above for the sum S5 »(C), we divide sums over py and ¢; into shorter
sums, which yields

> > > > Welpipapspats - - a)-

k<1l VU (p1,p2,p3,p4)€U(5,3,2) pa<q1<q2<...<qp
Vime<U  pue(vi=ev) qe(Ut=<,U]

Applying the argument used with the sum S52(C) to handle the cross-conditions, com-
bined with Proposition [If] we obtain

> S(Apspapapsr P1) = A > S(Bypapaps» P1) + O (SAS(B, X)) .

(p1,p2,p3,p4)€U(5,3,2) (p1,p2,P3,p4)€U(5,3,2)

Sum over U(5,3,1) : Here we apply Buchstab’s identity twice, which yields

E : S<Ap1p2p3p47 Z) - E S<Ap1p2p3p4p57 Z)
(p17p27p37p4)eu(57371) (p17p27p37p4)eu(57371)7
Z<p5<p4, p1p2pspapr<X?
+ § S (Ap1p2p3p4p5pe ) p6)-

(pl 7p27p37p4)eu(57371)7
Z<pe<ps5<p4,p1p2p3papi<X?,
P1p2p3papspi<X?

The first two sums have asymptotic formulas by Proposition 22, since pipopsps < W
and ps < (p1papsps)/* < 214729 (the cross-conditions can be handled by the discussion
of the sum S;5(C) in the above). In the third sum we take out the range where at least
one of the products [, p; (where I C {1,2,...,6}) is in the Type IT range [W, z'/>~]
(these can be dealt with by a similar argument as for the sum over ¢(5, 3,2)). We must
discard the rest of the sum, giving us a deficiency (cf. Lemma [23))

daydasdasdosdasd
O(8) + (1 —7) / Fs.s1 (@) (o) TRE2EASTATATEG ) 006493,
&10[20[30(40(50[6
where w(a) = w(ay,...,as) = w((1 =7 —a; — - — ag)/ag), and fs3,(c) is the

characteristic function of the six-dimensional set (the various d’s can be dropped, with
an error < )

{a: (z, 2% 2% 2) € U(B,3,1), vy < ag < as < ay, a;+ -+ ag+2a5 <1—7,
o+ oy 4206 < 1 — 7, Zaj ¢ [1/2 —~,1/2] forevery I C {1,2,...,6}}.
jel
For all of the codes for computing upper bounds for the numerical integrals, see the
codepad links at the end of this section.

Sum over U(5,3,3) : We divide the range U(5, 3, 3) into three parts U(5,3,3,1) U
U5,3,3,2)U4(5,3,3,3), where U (5, 3,3, 1) := U(5,3,3)N{papsps < W}, and U(5, 3, 3,3) :=
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U(5,3,3) N {papsps > 2279}, and U(5, 3, 3,2) is the remaining part which can be han-
dled as a Type II sum, since pypsps € [W, 21/279] (the cross-condition (n, P(ps)) = 1 is
again dealt with by a similar argument as with the sum over (5, 3, 2)).

For U(5,3,3,1) we use Buchstab’s identity in the ‘upwards’ direction (this is called
Process II in Jia and Liu [12], page 27)

X
S<Ap1p2p3p4up4) =5 <Ap1p2p3p47 (p1p2p3p4)1/2> + Z S<‘Aplp2p3p4p57p5)'
X
1/2

pas<ps<———75
(P1P2P3P4)

By (Z4) the implicit variable in the first sum is of size '=7"°W /(p;popsps). Thus, we
have a four dimensional sum over primes and a five dimensional sum over ps-almost-
primes. In each sum we take out ranges with a Type II variable, and discard the rest.
This gives us deficiencies

dodogdasdoy

O 1-— < 0.1139225
(0) +(1—7) / fs5331() P ,
and
daydoasdosdoyd
O)+ (1) [ grsaa(@)o(o) P20 g 45095
Q130 Oy

Here f533.1 is the characteristic function of the four-dimensional set
V(5,3,3,1) = {a: (x*, 2%, 2%, 2*) e U(5,3,3,1),
> a;¢[1/2—7,1/2] for every I C{1,2,3,4}},

jel
and gs 331 is the characteristic function of the five-dimensional set
{a: (", 2% x* ™) € V(5,3,3,1),
Zaj ¢ [1/2 —~,1/2] forevery I C{1,2,3,4,5}}.

Jel
We discard the sum over (5, 3,3,3) (no combination of the variables is in the Type

IT range), which gives a deficiency

doydagdessd
(1-7) / P (@) (o) “EE22EBTH ) 014837,

Q1 O30y

where fy, is the characteristic function of {a : (2, 22, 2% 2*) € U(5,3,3,3)}.
7.5.4. Deficiency of S5(C). Combining the above, the deficiency of S5(C) is < 0.1802756.

7.6. Sum Sg(C). This is almost already a Type II sum, we just need to deal with the
cross-condition (n, P(py)) = 1. Applying the argument used with the sum over U(5, 3, 2),
we obtain

Ss(A) = ASs(B) + O (SAS(B, X)) .
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7.7. Sum S;(C). We first divide S7(C) into two parts (the exponent 0.36 is optimized
by computer for using role reversal in the first sum)

S7<C) = Z S(Cp1p27p2) + Z S(Cp1p27p2)

/A= 2<pr <W, !/ 4=02<p <W,
Z<po<zl/4—105 Z<po<zl/4—105
p1p2>x' /270, | /prpa<a®-36 p1p2>at/279, | /pipy >50-36

= 57,1((:) + 5’7,2<C)
7.7.1. Sum S;71(C). We apply Buchstab’s identity twice to obtain

S71(C) = Z S(Coips, Z) — Z S(Coipapss Z)

21/4=8/2<p W, 21/4=8/2<p W
Z§p2<$1/4_106 Z§p3<p2<l'l/4_106
p1p2>x/270 | /prpa<a0-30 p1pe>z'/278 ) pipa<z®38 pipopd< X?
+ E S(Cprpapspar Pa) =2 S7,1.1(C) — S712(C) + S713(C).

$1/476/2§p1<w7
Z<py<ps<pz<z'/4=105
P1pa>z'/2=0,  /pipa<al36,
p1p2p3<X?, p1pepapi<X?

Sum S7;:(C): By Proposition 22 with u = py, v = p; (the cross-conditions between
p1 and py can be removed by the same argument as with the sum S5 »(C))

S711(A) = AS711(B) + O (0AS(B, X)) .
Sum S7,5(C): The parts with pips < 22792 or pops < x1/472% have an asymp-
totic formula by Proposition 22 (again using the discussion of S52(C) to remove cross-
conditions). Write
U(T,1,2) = {(p1,p2,ps) - 2/ <py < W, Z < py < po <271, pypy > 22702,
Voip2 < 2% pipapi < X2, paps > x40}

for the complementing region. Here we apply the role reversal device; we write out the
implicit sum and apply Buchstab’s identity to the sum over p;, that is,

Z S<Ap1p2p37 Z) = Z WC (p1p2p3n)

p1,p2,p3,Mn
(Pr.p2:ps)EU(T.1.2) (p1,p2,p3)€U(7,1,2)
(n,P(2))=1
= Z Wc(mepgn) - Z Wc(qmpgpgn)
m,p2,p3,n q,m,p2,p3,n
(m,p2,p3)EU(T,1,2) (gm,p2,p3)€U(7,1,2), Z<qg<m
(n,P(Z))=1, (m,P(Z))=1 (n,P(2))=1, (m,P(q))=1

= 5712 1(C) - 57122(6),

IRl It il ]

say.
Sum S7,21(C): Note that mps > z'/279/2 implies by (Z4) that pon < 2Y/27779 and
we have p3 < p, < /4729 Thus, we will apply Proposition B2 with u = ps, v = pon,
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and m as the implicit variable. To justify this properly, we need to remove the cross-
conditions between m and the other variables in such a way, that we use Proposition
only to sums where m is not restricted. Similarly as with S5, we write

> We(mpapsn) = ) > We(mpsopsn),

m,p2,p3;n UVa,Vs m,p2,p3,n
(m,p2,p3)€U(7,1,2) (m,p2,p3)€U(7,1,2)
(n,P(Z))=1, (m,P(Z))=1 (n,P(Z))=1, (m,P(Z))=1
ne(U'—¢,U]

pie(V} =4Vl jef2,3}

where the sum is over U, Va, Vs of the form (179’ ¢ € N, such that (note that m =
et =W [([UV,V3) by (24)

1/4-6/2 A 25 1 1/4-106 A 1/2-6/2
L W 7 <Va<V,, V,7¢< - — Vs> -
’ AT L 77T A

r1-7-6 =79
AT ‘/'21—5 < I,O.SG’ AT (‘/2‘/32)1—6 < X2, ‘/2‘/3 Z l’1/4_206
2V3 2V3

(that is, each condition in the definition of (7, 1,2) is loosened appropriately but at
most by a factor of z°¥). Since S71.2(C) has overall a negative sign, we only require an
upper bound. Thus, we remove the cross-condition for C = A so that by Proposition

Sra21(A) < Z Z W a(mpapsn)

U,VQ,VS m,p2,p3,n
(n,P(2))=1, (m,P(Z))=1
ne(Ul=<,U]
pi€(V;' ™5 V;), je{2,3}

= Z Z S(Anpopss Z)

U,VQ,VS p2,p3,n
(n,P(2))=1

ne(Ul=<,U]
pie(V} 4 V;), je{2,3}

= AS712.1(B) + E(B) + O ()\S(B, X) log~*/2 x) ,

s L9y

where the error term F/(B) is again a sum where some combination of the variables is
fixed up to a factor 2 so that the sum has a deficiency < 6. Therefore,

S7121(A) < AS7121(B) + O (5AS(B, X)) .

Sum 57717272(C): Write

Z We(gmpapsn) = Z S(Compaps, Z)-
q,m,p2,p3,n q,m,p2,p3
(gm,p2,p3)€U(7,1,2), Z<q<m (gm,p2,p3)€U(7,1,2), Z<q<m
(n,P(2))=1, (m,P(q))=1 (m,P(q))=1

We first take out the part which has an asymptotic formula by Proposition 22 applied
with n as the implicit variable (cross-conditions again handled by the discussion of S );
we are left with the range {(q, m, p2,p3) : (gm, pa, p3) € U(7,1,2)} \ V, where (note that
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always q < z!/47209)

VA200 gpopy < 21277}

1/4—206

V ={mpyps < 2>} U{m <z

1/4—206

L qpe < oYU {mpy < @ L qpy < 2?7

1/4—206

U{mp <z
U {gpr < /4720
We also take out the parts where we have a Type II variable; thus, we are left with
W(T7,1,2) = {(g; m, p2,p3) = (qm,p2,p3) EU(T,1,2), Z < q<m,
qpaps, mpaps, qps, mp; & W,z >} \ Y
This remaining sum has the right sign so that it can be dropped, with a deficiency (cf.

Lemma 4], ¢ = 2%, m = 2%, py = 12, p3 = 2°%)

l—v
0(5) + T/fm,g(a)u@(a)

where wy(a) = w((1 —v—ap—a; —azs—as)/v)w(ar/ag), and fr; 2 is the characteristic
function of {(x®0, 2™, %2 x*) € W(7,1,2)}.

Sum 57, 3(C): We take out the range with Type II variables and discard the rest to
find a deficiency

,mpy <z U {gpy <@ ,mpy < x'PY

dOzodOéldOZQ dOzg

3 < 0.054317,
Qplar3

dOéldOéngzngz4

O(5) + (1 —7) / fris(@)w(e) 194 .113006,

Q1 O30y

where f7 13 is the characteristic function of the four-dimensional set
{a:1/4<a; <1/2—7, v<ay<az<a <1/4,
ag+ag>1/2, /24 ay <036, o +ag + 203 <1 —7,
o +as+az+2a <1—7, Zaj ¢ [1/2 —~,1/2] forevery I C{1,2,3,4}}.
jel
7.7.2. Sum S;2(C). We discard the sum S75(C), which gives a deficiency
doidoes

O@0) + (1—7) / fral@)w(a) ——2 < 0.4425785

where f7 5 is the characteristic function of
{a:1/4<a; <1/2—7, v<ay<1/4, ag+ay > 1/2, ay/2 + ay > 0.36}.
7.7.3. Deficiency of S7(C). The total deficiency of S7(C) is < 0.6099015.

7.8. Sum Sg(C). This corresponds to the part where some ranges can be handled by
the Type Iy information in Chapter 5 of Harman’s book [§]. In our case, we have not
obtained the Type I, information (cf. discussion after Proposition [[4]), so that we have
to discard all of the sum. The sum S(B,,,,,p2) counts primes of size 1=77°W /(p;p,),
since py > x'/4°(M)  Thus, the deficiency is

1/2—~ dOél min{a1,(l1-y—a1)/2} dOéQ

00+ (1 —w/ doy < 0.2021922

1/4 a1 Ji/a (1—7—0a1—az)ay

Remark 8. Since po is large here, the deficiency from this range grows very slowly as
gamma decreases.
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7.9. Conclusion of the proof. Combining the above estimates we obtain
S(A, X) = 51(A) = 52(A) = 53(A) + 55(A) + 56(A) + 57(A) + Ss(A)
> AS1(B) — AS2(B) — AS3(B) + A(S5(B) — 0.1802756 - S(B, X))
+ AS(B) + A(S7(B) — 0.6099015 - S(B, X))
+ A(Ss(B) — 0.2021922 - S(B, X)) — O(6H)A\S(B, X)

= (1 —0.1802756 — 0.6099015 — 0.2021922 — O(J))AS(B, X)

> 0.007 - AS(B, X)
which completes the proof of Proposition 2 with €(1/19) = 0.007. For v > 1/19 all of
the deficiencies are strictly smaller, so that €() > 0.007 for v > 1/19. O

Remark 9. For v > 1/4 the sum S4(C) is essentially empty, so that we actually get an
asymptotic formula for v > 1/4.

The Python codes for computing the Buchstab integrals are available at (in the order
of appearance)
U,3,1) http://codepad.org/rxR2071s
V(5,3,3,1), four dimensional prime part http://codepad.org/fQKYi7hg
V(5,3,3,1), five dimensional almost-prime part http://codepad.org/1SaVNuBy

Us,3,3,3) http://codepad.org/ZiNV3AuH

W(7,1,2), with role reversal http://codepad.org/fVJHM3az

Sum S713(C) http://codepad.org/G6Kx7IMg

Sum S72(C) http://codepad.org/4RTwoAPk

Sum Sg(C) http://codepad.org/L4n8cLtY
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